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Curioſity and a backney-eoach a e 
cuſtomers to the conjuror. The power of | 
imagination. Youth and projperity; . 
Fee e to their poſeſfors.” . 207 dl 
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EVER AI. days elapſed before 1 
heard any thing of Mr. Moleſworth, 
the young gentleman I had deſtined 
for. Cordelia; but on his making me a Þ 
| ili, I found it had been want of con-: 
108 UL, B venience, _ 


oo 


2 FTORTUNE-TELLER. 
FERENCE, not want of inclination, that 
| ented my ſeeing him. His father, 
he id. had unexpectly hurried him a few 
miles from town, to fhew him as an ani- 
mal freſh imported: from Paris, to ſome 
of his mother's relations; but that from 
the ſtrong deſire he had to gratify his 
curioſity, it appeared one of the moſt 
unreaſonable ſteps he had ever deſired 
im to take. 


Tou muſt have been a clever fellow, 
ſaid he, to know the impreſſion my heart 
had received, almoſt ſooner than I did 
moyſelf; for though I unſpeakably ad- 
mired the young lady during the whole 
day, I bad no ſuſpicion that ſhe would 
be the perpetual object of my contem- 
plation. But come, let us n to 
buſineſs. _ : 


The lady, fir, who has made en an 
intire conqueſt of your affections (fpeak- 
ing ſomewhat loud, that my auxiliaries 
— the wainſcot might EW their 


e Te. ! _ 


„ EE 


have imagined that a philoſopher and a 
conjuror would be fynonymous terms, but 
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clue) is not yet two- and- twenty; her fea- 


tures are well ſuited to convey all thoſe 
finer feelings of the ſoul that many claim, 


but few beſides herſelf are endued with; 


and as you have a very benevolent diſpo- 
ſition, there can be little doubt of your 
happineſs. The ſtars are, indeed, con- 
tinually brought into diſreputation by the 
ignorant, the perverſe, and the undiſtin- 

guiſhing part of each ſex, from diſap⸗ 
pointments in their matrimonial con: 
nexions, though the fault is all their on. 
For as the elements are irreconcileable, ſo 


are the oppoſite humours of the indivi- 


dual; and it ſhould be the firſt care of 
every perſon to chooſe with probability, as 
a conformity of taſte, of manners and of 
ſentiments, is the only REO for do- 


meſtic ſatisfaction. 


I never, ſaid Mr. Moleſworth, nd 


1 verily * you are an exception to 
B 2 all | 
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all rule; nay, more, if it was not for the 
apparatus that marks your character, 1 
cannot help thinking that you poſſeſs as 
large a portion of the ſocial as the ſenti- 
mental, and that the world would de the 
better for your converſation. You have, 
however, little idea of the impatience of 
2 lover, or you would not attempt te 
pPrrach when you ſhould practice for his 
| +» _ gratification. But we will compromiſe 
the matter; ſhew me the lady, ſir, and 
I will then chearfully attend the moral 
documents you may be inclined to beſtow 
upon me, for our mutual advantage in 


life. 


You ſhall, fir, be induiged : that glaſs 
is one of the moſt faithful mirrors your 
eyes ever encountered; it may, indeed, 
ſometimes offend the ſight, but it never 
once deceived ; pleaſe to place yourſelf as 
1 direct, and you will be no leſs forward 
than myſelf to proclaim its celebrity. 
- <0 had now amuſed him, I was * a 
” ſuf- 


-FORTUNE-TELLER. * 
ſufficient time, and therefore aſcending the 
chair with all proper ſolemnity, adapting 
my accents to the importance of the in- 

vocation, and rendering the whole ſcene; 
according to Bayes's maxims, at once ele- 
vating and ſurpriſing, my mother made 
her appearance, dreſſed nearly in the ſame 
clothes Cordelia wore when ſhe made her 
viſit of conſultation. His fancy heated, 
no wonder his judgement loſt its powers. 
He pronounced me the greateſt and the 
kindeſt man on earth; gave me commiſ- 
ſion to draw his nativity at large; ſlipped 
a handſome fee into my hand, and quit- 
ted my cloſet in raptures. 


On his retiring, a young woman, one 
of your vulgar beauties, was ſhewn in. 
I had ſcarcely thrown my eyes upon her, 
before I recollected to have ſeen her ar 
my father's; but ſhe croſſed my hand wih 
a liberality I was not prepared for, aſked - 


me twenty queſtions in a breath, and 


ſeemed ſo full of expectation, that I be- 
B 3 gan 
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gan to diſcoyer the ground on which we 
nn meet. 


Tou live, ſaid I, young woman, with 


a middle aged gentleman near the Royal- 


Exchange, whoſe wife has too much ſpirit 


to let her family paſs their days in idle- 


neſs. For your part, you have been 


| ſtrangely. driven about by her. When in 
health, ſhe puts the houſe in confuſion 
and when ill, which is often the caſe, 


haraſſes her ſervants to death. Your 


\ "maſter's kindneſs, however, atones for 


CS 


all; he has made you many tender, many 


Senerous profeſſions, and you are now 


come to-enquire whether the ſtars have, or 


have not, allotted him for your huſband. 


By diligently watching the turns of her 


. countenance during this harangue, I was 


convinced I had not miſtaken the caſe, 


and I dealt her out the moſt liberal portion 
of affluence and felicity. The creature's. 
 eredulity kept pace with my promiſes : 
s 0 a page in Euclid was ever more clearly 


demon- 
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— nor a divine revelation 
more implicitly believed. I wiſh, fin, I 
really wiſn my maſter: would. vifit you; 


but he deſpiſes every thing of the kind, 


and ſays I am a fool for following ſuch 
gentlemen as you; but all gentlemen who 
- reſolve queſtions have not the. ſenſe nor 
the learning nor the knowledge that you 
have, and I will do all in my power to 
recommend you, in return for your very 
great . civility. Theſe overflowings of 
gratitude, however ſeemingly unmeaning, 
were to me very flattering ; for, forget- 
ting that it is the timid not the hardened 
ſinner that is within the reach of ſuper- 
- natural operations, I conceived ſome con- 


fuſed hopes reſpecting my father, and to 
give her as exalted an opinion as poſſible 
of my ſkill, I ſhewed her the object of 


her affections in the glaſs, the: infatuation 
of her own mind ſufficiently ſecuring her 
faith, with only the trifling precaution of 


touching certain. ſprings under the deſæ, 


io 2 as to point to inſtructions, 
B 4 whether 


” 2 — 
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whether it was an old or young, a plain of 
gay man that muſt appear; and Mrs. 
Biddy, for that was the lady's name, went 
away thoroughly convinced ſhe ſhould 
marry her maſter. 


A lovely young girl, juſt (it was ap- 
parent) arrived in town, with whom 1 
was wholly unacquainted, now preſented 
herſelf; I was therefore obliged to go dex- 
terouſly to work; for though there was 
much fimplicity, there was pour good 
ſenſe 1 in her aſpect, 


You haves faid I, 8 lately hes 
a very long journey, and, as you hope, a 
very happy one; but that circumſtance 
will depend entirely on your own conduct. 
Tou, perhaps, have yet to learn, that the 
manners of good breeding and the man- 
ners of fincerity are widely oppoſite, and 
that conſequently you muſt not imagine 
either men or things are what they appear 
to be in this new world. The ingenuity 
of the artiſt can give an exquiſite poliſh 
62 , REDS 4 : fo 


to falſe jewels, which nothing but the eye 
of judgement and experience can detect; 
your only ſecurity then will be to walk as 
if on ice, unleſs you walk under the 
auſpices of ſome judicious friend; for to 
go no farther. into the dangers you have to 
apprehend, you may be aſſured your youth 
and figure will be evermore expoſing you 
to idle profeſſions of admiration with the 
men, and unprovoked envy with the wo- 
men. A gay young fellow, your relation, 
(you know beſt whether J am right) will 
endeavour to perſuade you he is your lover, 
though in reality only amuſing himſelf ac 
your expence, and an elderly lady will 
give you much good advice, which you 
will do well to follow. You will not 
marry for ſome years, unleſs you marry 
very imprudently; for the man who alone 
can make you happy, is now at the'Eaſt- 
Indies, and will not return to England 
for ſome time. Have I ever heard of this 
gentleman, fir, ſaid ſhe, or is he an _ 
tire ſtranger to me and my family? 
BS * | 5 
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entire ſtranger, replied I; but if I was 
ſure your ſpirits were ſtrong enough to 
bear the ſurprize, that you may know 
him when you meet him hereafter, I would 
ſhew you his perſon in that glaſs. I was 
obliged to employ my whole ſtock of rhe- 
toric to remove her doubts, obviate her 
objections, and reconcile her principles to 
what I propoſed. While ſhe remained an 
infidel. ſhe ſmiled ſomewhat indignantly 


upon me; when ſhe was only half inclined 


to conſent, ſhepropoſed me ſeveral puzzling 
queſtions ; but ſo ſoon as her imagination 
caught the contagion I wiſhed to commu» 
nicate, ſhe ſhuddered at her own temerity, 


and beheld me with a kind of religious 
horror. However, as a proof that ladies 


are very poor caſuiſts, and that to deli- 
berate, as one of our poets tells us, is to 


be loſt, I ſo managed her feelings and her 
apprehenſions, that ſhe ventured to be- 
hold the face of her intended lover, and, 
I dare believe, retained the impreſſion as 


wn as the Need: 
I had, 


 FORTUNE-TELLER.. 
J had, it is true, my compunctions on 
the occaſion, What miſery, thought I, 
may I be now preparing for this innocent, 
this frail young woman! but what could 
I do? I was therefore compelled to ſeek 
conſolation in the recollection of the good 
underſtanding ſhe was miſtreſs of, and 
the pious education it was evident ſhe had 
received, and flattered myſelf, that by their 
joint aſſiſtance ſhe would ſoon-moſt heartily. 
deſpiſe both me and my predictions. I 
had her traced home, as was in general 
our cuſtom, in order to be prepared on 
a ſecond viſit, but in a few months after- 
wards I learned that ſhe had eſcaped from 
a bad world by the malignity of a fever, 
a a cireumſtance that as I had not been able 
to foreſee, it had not been in eee 
foretell. 


11 
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A ſermon. The conjuror in good humour. 
A whimfi cal experiment. 


PHE next morning a girl of fifteen 
was one of my firſt cuſtomers, who, 
with a face of care and anxious expec- 
tation, intreated I would caſt the nativity 
of a young fellow her relation. 


1 believe, young lady, ſaid I. this is 
not the only viſit you have honoured me 
with. She anſwered in the negative, and 
owned that I had told her ſo many extra- 
ordinary things one afternoon, when a 
friend of her's brought her to viſit me, 
that ſhe was deſirous of knowing what 1 

would ſay reſpecting the proſpects of the 
perſon whoſe name ſhe had given me. 
Madam, replied I, after due . had 
been obſerved, there is ſomething very 


Oy in Foo PONY s deſtiny, He 
W = fa has 


& 4 * 
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has experienced, though now lictle more 


than four- and- twenty, as great a flow of 
proſperity and inundation of adverſity as 
is generally caſt in the whole exiſtence of 
an individual; but depreſſed as he is at 
preſent, be aſſured there is a riſe in ſtore 


for him both with regard to his reputation 


and fortune. 


Alas! ſaid ſhe, greatly affected, all 
you have ſaid of the paſt is literally 


true; may Heaven in mercy fulfil what 


you promiſe 3 in future! But, ſir, as you 
ſeem ſo perfectly acquainted with human 
events, I ſhould ſuppoſe the human heart 
lies open before you. Will you then tell 
me how it comes to paſs that misfortunes 


produce ſuch changes in the beſt hearts; 


for though the accompliſhments and the 
virtues are {till the ſame, who approves 
the poor man, or enters into the chain of 


unfavourable turns by which he is un- 


done? The young fellow I came to 
bs . 5 one month ago was 


the 


/ 
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the darling of his acquaintance; his good 


nature was the ſource of a thouſand uſeful 
actions; his good humour of as many 
pleaſing ones. Meſſage upon meſſage, 
and invitation on invitation were eternally 
awaiting on him, until the -true ſtate of 
his affairs could be no longer concealed ; 
when thoſe who had moſt eagerly courted 
his company, and had been moſt forward 
in profeſſions of friendſhip, became in- 
ſtantly judges and cenſurers on his con- 


duct; obſerved, that as every one knew 


their own affairs beſt, it was their duty to 
regulate their expences by their circum- 


ſtances, and not from a ridiculous affec- 


tation of taſte: and gentility, run into ex- 


travagancies which no one had a right to 


condemn, until it was notorious how un- 
befitting their ſituation, In ſhort, conti- 


nued ſhe, the tears ſtreaming down her 


cheeks, but one of all my brother's: nu- 


merous companions has remained firm, 


and even his brow is occaſionally con- 


tracted. He has indeed done him many 


good 
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good offices, but he does them not as from 
friend to friend ; for then every appear- 
ance of ſuperiority would ceaſe, whether 
of prudence or of providential advan- 
tages. 


Young as you are, madam, ſaid I, it is 
far from extraordinary that the operations 
of little minds ſhould ſurprize and afflict 
you, but the narrow ſentinients which 
break out in our conduct are imbibed at a 
very early period. The follies of man- 
kind, from cuſtom, are, as it were, ſanc- 
tified by their poſſeſſions ; yet, perhaps, 
we do great violence to our conformity 
thereto, becauſe our own merits are not 
only unacknowledged, but muſt be un- 
claimed by us; and hence it is that we re- 
joice on finding ourſelves releaſed from 
conſtraint, and that this creature whoſe 


W underſtanding is in reality of a common 


ſize, but whoſe vanity was capable of 
looking down on us with contempt, 18 
Ripped of all its, aſſumed importance, 

and 


Pd 
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and proved to be a heap of indiſcretion 
and abſurdity, and can that give pleaſure 
to a rational or benevolent mind ? Why, 
madam, it is certain, as the poet tells us, 
that even the beſt of us are by turns what 
we deſpiſe; can we then wonder that or- 
dinary minds ſhould be inconſiſtent ? Yet 
learn to diſtinguiſh one paſſion from an- 
other: we ſhould pity the individual, if 
his diſtreſſes did not furniſh us with a tri- 
umph. When' we are ſuppoſed to be 
happy in our circumſtances, we poſſeſs a 
kind of privilege to ſpeak our ſentiments 
freely; and as we are too apt to confine 
our view to the preſent moment, this free: 
dom is often carried to licentiouſneſs, and 
it is that of competition, our prejudices, 
our peculiarities, and our oppoſitions are 
in one poor hour recollected as ſo many 
charges againſt us, that we are ſuppoſed 
to deſerve the puniſhment we have incur- 
red. The name of friendſhip ſeems, I 
grant you, to promiſe ſomething beyond 
| Tevghing with-us 1n our proſperity or ac- 
cepting 


— 


FORTUNE-TELLER. 17 


cepting our ſervices but friendſhip, though 
warmly profeſſed, is little underſtood, and 
ſtill leſs felt by the generality of man- 
kind, and when merely a ſimilarity of 
humour, fortune, or ſituation has formed 


the connexion, what can be more natural, 
than that an alteration in any one of thoſe 


great eſſentials ſnould finally deſtroy it? 


I was ſorry it was neceſſary for the ad- 


vantage of this truely amiable girl, to un- 


dermine all the fair caſtles her goodneſs of 
heart and inexperience had erected; but to 


be honeſt I was compelled to be cruel, and 


I ſent her away weeping the depravity and 


the inſenſibility of our natures, In order, - 


however, to complete the friendly work 
I had begun, I foretold, before we parted, 
the commencement of an acquaintance z/ 
a prediction I took care ſhould ſoon be 
fulfilled between her and my mother, and 
have the pleaſure of knowing that ſhe be- 


nefited by my kindneſs much more chan TY 


I chooſe to expreſs. ä 
1 Three 


* Py Ks. 
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Three boarding-ſchool girls, attended: 


by one of the teachers, as it was now holi- 
day-time, were ſnewn into the dining- 
room. I was ſhocked at the information; 
for if it was education that formed the 
tender mind, I could not but apprehend- 


that theſe poor things were greatly out of. 


the road for becoming prudent wives, va 
luable matrons, or uſeful members of ſo- 
ciety. 


Ong of the miſſes, who, ape. was 


barely fourteen, begged me to tell her 


| when ſhe ſhould be married. I affected 

to wrap myſelf up in meditation for ſome 
time, in order that what I intended to ſay 
to her might have more weight, and then 
aſſured her, that if ſne changed her con- 
dition on this ſide five- and- twenty, ſhe 
would be the verieſt wretch in the creation. 
She changed colour; and pray, ſir, why? 


75 Becauſe, replied I, the perſon you have 
now an idea of, ſo far from being either 
a man of honour or a gentleman, that he 


1 r 
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is an arrant Tharper, and has not” a view 
| beyond ſtripping you of your fortune and 
abandoning you. For this purpoſe (and 
Jet your own heart bear free teſtimony) he 
flatters your vanity inſtead of ſeeking to 
engage your eſteem; and in order the 
more effectually to prevent your diſcover- 
ing him to be a worthleſs fellow, endea- 
vours to perſuade you you are an angel. 
You have now a letter about you (I per- 
ceived the corner of one as ſhe drew her 
pocket- handkerchief from her pocket) full 
of the tendereſt profeſſions, ,z and yet, be- 
Beve me, unleſs he hoped; your relations 
would buy him a commiſſion, and put 
him in poſſeſſion of a cool five hundred or 
to, he would never wiſh to fee you more. 


It is. impoſſible, cried ſhe, nor will I 


credit even the ſtars when | peaking to his 


| difadvantage z and fo, fir, you need give 
. no farther trouble. 


Hold, ſaid I, miſs, (for ſhe was flouncing 
out of the cloſet) one word more with you; 


i 
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if you have not the good ſenſe to be your 
own protector on ſuch fair warning, know, 
theſe ſtars you deſpiſe have ondained that 
your relations ſhall be rouſed from their 
tethargy, and ſo I caution you to beware, 
Beſides, continued J, however you may 
be diſpoſed to frown on me, I will perform 
the duties of my office. The man that 
means a young lady honourably has too 
much reſpe& for her to treat her like a 
fool, and, in proportion to the affection he 
feels for her, abhors treating her with in- 
ſincerity. Can you deny that theſe are 
very unlike the features of your lover's 
character? or, without a breach of vera. 
city, tell me, that the letters he ſends you 
are not filled with bombaſt and over- 
ſtrained compliments. You will ſuffer for 
your incredulity, and, when it is too late, 
remember me. 


I gave a hint to one of my myrmidons 
to follow the froward damſel home, and 
bring me no leſs ſpeedy than certain intel- 
Þgence concerning her. The 
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The teacher was now introduced. She 
was a ſhrewd, but a good natured looking 
young woman, and I reſolved to try what 
could be done to intimidate and reclaim 
| her; for I could not doubt, as ſhe was 
the young lady's companion in this pious 
and wiſe expedition, ſhe muſt be her con- 
fdante in the whole affair. | 


Madam, ſaid I, after having pored a 
long time over the books I had before me, 
there is ſome great diſgrace in ſtore for 
you. She ſtarted involuntarily, but it was 
not my buſineſs to appear ſenſible of ir. 
| You are, I perceive, concerned in a buſi- 
neſs that you hope will be advantageous to 
you; but diſcard the flattering idea, for 
it will prove quite the contrary—unleſs, 
indeed—let me ſee—ler me ſee, unleſs you 
was to change hands, and a& an honeſt 
inſtead of a diſhoneſt part. 


You ſtand on a precipice, continued I, 
(for ſhe was ſullen, and I could draw no- 
* out of her) it is now, indeed, in 


your 
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your power to carve your deſtiny; but 
if you advance (I would not wiſh to 
alarm you) but if you advance one ſtep 
farther, ſcorn, contempt, and the loſs of 
a maintenance will be your portion. If 
I looked into things as you do, with only 
-common eyes, my | ſight would be limited 
as yours is, by momentary benefits ; but 
it is not I that ſpeak to you; it is your 
guardian angel, your fate, therefore fly 
the impending evil while it is yet in your 
power. She left me in great diſcompoſure, 
though without deigning to honour me 
with a ſingle ſyllable; but I could perceive 
penitence and reſolutions of amendment in 
her countenance : nor was I miſtaken, for, 
on. enquiry, the young lady remained ſingle 
for many years after. The teacher, terri- 
Hed by my threats, immediately gave the 
father and mother intimation of the ſnare 
ſhe had been aiding and aſſiſting in ſpread- 
ing for their daughter; and, inſtead of the 
deſtroyer, became the deliverer of her 
young friend, But theſe circumſtances 

I \ did 
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did not reach my knowledge till a diſtant 
period, when - miſs herſelf re- viſited me, 
and, in the courſe of her conſultation, 
thanked the ſtars for interpoſing between 
her and irreparable deſtruction. | 


r 


The two other girls were ſoon diſ- 
Patched z the trite tale, that they would 
experience a change of fituation, take a 
Journey, narrowly eſcape ſevere perils, 
and meet with huſbands in due ſeaſon, 
being ſufficient to ſend them ayay pw. 
fectly ſatisfied, 
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1 


char WM 


4, groupe of heterogeneous rs Much 
parade, little buſineſs, and leſs entertain- 
ment to the reader. 


Pleaſant ſet of cuſtomers with whom 
we were in conſtant pay, were poli- 


ticians, quack - doctors, itinerant ſhew-men, 


and perfumers; from theſe gentlemen we 
received hints, which, at the ſame time 


that they put money into our pockets, 


promulgated their fame, and enhanced 
their reputation in the higheſt degree. We 


- likewiſe foretold the fall and riſe of ſtocks, 


or, in'other words, the fortunate moments 
in the alley, and were peculiarly happy in 
pointing out to place-hunters the vacan- 
cies, and the periods of application, ſo 


eſſential in their affairs. Perhaps, indeed, 


to confeſs the truth, in order to render our 
office the moſt innocent, we rendered it 


the moſt * ſcene imaginable. If a viſitor 
appeared 


— 
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appeared with any ſymptoms of diſeaſe, 
we immediately amuſed them with a ſpeedy 
cure by an unexpected rencounter with 
ſome of our phyſical friends, who had 
made their diſeaſe for numberleſs years 
their particular ſtudy. Hope and credu- 
lity are the almoſt infallible inhabitants in 
the boſom of your valetudinarians; we 
have therefore had abundant- ſucceſs this 
way; the old have looked forward to the 
recovery of their loſt faculties, middle- 
| aged ladies to a reſtoration of their bloom, 
and as the fancy is every thing on all theſe 
occaſions, if no real benefit was obtained, 
no actual miracle wrought, the mind was 
kept in pleaſing expectation, and the wiſh, 

by continued indulgence, CONVERTER into 
| actual faith and belief. | 


Surpriſing ſoever as this may dene to 
the unreflecting and the unexperienced, a 
very limited acquaintance with the human 
heart is ſufficient to give us a tolerable 
idea of its folly. The ſincere man is 

Vol, II. OS, = ſeldom 
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ſeldom a welcome gueſt: if we enquire 
how we look, it is in order to be told 
agreeable things; and if we diſclaim any 
Httle merits, it is moſt apparent that we 
are far from offended at rough or flat con- 
traditions ; a ſpecimen or two of which 
my maſter preſented me with in the courſe } 
of his attendance, nor were the teſtimonies | 
Few that fell within my own immediate | 
cognizance. 


A lady who was farther turned of 
i than even her own heart durſt whiſ- 
per to her, paid us a viſit. She was much 
indiſpoſed, had tender ſpirits, very un- 
common reſignation, and in ſhort, had | 


bid ſo final an adieu to the follies of life, 


nay, to life itſelf, that ſhe only wiſhed to 
be informed how near or remote her hour 
of diſſolution. My maſter happened to 
.be on duty, though a volunteer, for I was 
tthen in full poſſeſſion of the general emo- 

ljuments. He caſt a keen glance at her 
whilſt ſhe was n the ſtory of her in- 
4 Armities, 


- 
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firmities, and her ſelf-deyotion to the will 
of Heaven ; but the intelligence her eyes 
gave him was ſo diametrically oppoſite to 


that of her lips, that he was not long at a 


loſs in what manner to treat her. I can- 
not wonder, ſaid he, that the ſuffering 
individual ſhould be weary of exiſtence, 
But, madam, deſperation and hopeleſsneſs 
are alone ſuitable companions. Your con- 
ſtitution is tender, not decayed; your 
health interrupted, not deſtroyed ; and I 
am confident that a very little reſolution 
and judicious recipes would reſtore all the 


graces of vivacity and the tints of ſalu- 


brity to your countenance z nay more, 
notwithſtanding the preſent depreſſion of 
yaur ſpirits, the power of doing miſchief 


would no ſooner be re- obtained, than the 


inclination would revive in your heart, 
nor would you feel the leaſt compunction 
for the evils you occaſioned. The lady _ 
could not conceal the ſatisfaction theſe 


words communicated ; they were a kind 


of cordial drop for which her ſoul had 


C 2 lan- 
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languiſhed ; for ſo much had envy tainted 
her diſpoſition, and the hand of time ob- 
literated her perfonal charms, that.no in- 
cenſe of the ſort had been offered up to 
her, for ſeveral preceding years. But ſhe 
nevertheleſs thought it incumbent -upon 
her, from the double motive of prolong- 
ing the oracular feaſt and appearing a mi- 
racle of humility, to object to all my 
maſter ſaid. Her perſon at the beſt could 
never boaſt any wonderful obligations to 
näture; nor had ſhe an atom of tyranny 
in her whole compoſition. My maſter's 
reply was quite in point; and he pro- 
ceeded to. inform her, that the re- aſſump- 
tion of her attractions was not very diſtant; 
for that either at the end of the half- ex- 
pired week in which ſhe had favoured him 
with that viſit, or in the beginning of the 
enſuing one, accident would throw her 
into the way. of a gentleman whoſe phy- 
ſical knowledge was aſtoniſhing ; that 
after ſome trifling exchanges on indifferent 
ſubjects, her ill health would be by ſome 
means 


PFORTUNE-TELLER. 29 


means mentioned, whereupon a regimen - 


* would be preſcribed by him, which would 


poſſeſs all the uſes of coſmetics, and the 


ſanative qualities of medicine; and that 


nothing but perſeverance on her part, 


would be neceſſary to render her anew a 


divine creature. The lady was liberal in 
her reward for ſuch grateful intelligences, 


and went away with a delighted, though 
J cannot ſay, a delightful aſpect; for her 
features were of that peculiar caſt as are 
forbidden the communication of rapturous 
| ſenſations, and her complexion of that 


unvarying hue, from which not the re- 


moteſt ray of light can be gathered re- 


ſpecting the mental operations. The gen- 


tleman deſtined to fulfil our predictions 
received his inſtructions accordingly. His 
figure was prepoſſeſſing, his volubility 


captivating, and his manners inſinuating. 


Seated at the top of the Park, from our 


deſcription he diſcovered his game. He 


advanced with eaſe, with dignity, with 


politeneſs, with ſociality; his voice was 


CF - pleaſing, 


* 
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pleaſing, his addreſs recommendatory 3 


room was made for him, and a diſh of 
chat was the conſequence. The lady re- 


collected the Fortune-teller, but had the 


II- nature to reſolve that the ſtars ſhould 
do their own buſineſs; for not a word 
ſhould eſcape her either directly or indi- 
rectly, that could be aſſiſting. The ſtars 
however deſpiſed the little trick, and 
proved to her that deſtiny is not to be 
averted by caprice, or ſuſpended oy human 
policy. 
The Park was full of company; Dr. 
Smart talked familiar of the whole mov- 
ing picture with which they were preſented. 
Theſe were cits; thoſe gamblers; theſe 
women of faſhion; and thoſe your half- 
formed gentlewomen, whoſe origin was as 
obſcure as their means of ſubſiſtence was 
myſterious. A little groupe paſſed by : 
Did you obſerve that fine tall woman on 
the right hand? demanded the doctor. 
The ladies had obſerved her, You ſee 

how 


— 
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how very florid her complexion, how 
fparkling her eye, how ſprightly her mien; 
and yet, ladies, I can afſure you, it is not 
above three months ſince I beheld her in | 
the moſt dreadfully emaciated ſtate, and- 

given over by all the faculty. I was the 
fortunate means, added he, pulling don 


his laced ruffles with modeſt negligence, of 
reſtoring her to her health and beauty. 


You are then a phyſician, I preſume;. 
fir, ſaid one of the ladies. I am, madam, 
but not adomeſtic bred one. It is not merely 
a college education,. or the practice of our 
Engliſh. hoſpitals to which I am indebted: 
for my knowledge; for I have travelled 
the continent to its utmoſt verge, con- 
verſed with every learned man in Europe, 
attended botanical experiments whereſo- 
ever they have been exhibited, and ſeen 
all the various improvements in anatomy, 
until the human frame, with all its con- 
ſtituent parts, is as familiar to me as my 
alphabet. But I beg your pardon, ladies, 
„ "a 
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for ſtumbling on fo mal d- propos a ſubject; 


but I own I have not patience with the 


things that in this country are called phy- 
ſicians, who, inſtead of varying their pre- 
ſcriptions according to the ſtages, the 
ſymptoms of the diſtemper, treat a dozen 
patients alike, becauſe there may be ſome 


ſmall ſimilarity in their complaints. 


You would not make an apology for 
what you have ſaid, fir, replied my maſ- 
-ter's viſitant, if you had any idea how 
greatly part of your audience, at leaft, are 
intereſted in phyſical matters; and indeed 
it now ſtrikes me that there is infinite juſ- 
tice in your obſervation, that the conſti- 
tution, and the turns of the diſtemper 
- ought to be the grand regulators of all 
medical practice. I will tell you, madam, 
faid the doctor: ſoon after my arrival 
from Italy, two ladies applied to me for 
my advice; the one apprehended herſelf 
in a conſumption, and the other a con- 


* leper, when the fact was, that the 
firſt 
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firſt had ſomewhat delicate nerves, and 
the ſecond a ſlight ſcorbutic diſorder. I 
undertook, and I effected their cure in a 
few weeks, and they are now, perhaps, two 
of the fineſt women in this country. Pray, 
ſir, ſaid one of the ladies, may we beg 
your addreſs? Dr. Smart, in Lincoln's- 
Inn-Fields: and looking on his watch, 
he recollected an appointment, lamented 
the neceſſity that drew him from ſuch 
agreeable company, made a bow, and 
walked to Buckingham-Gate, where he 
obſerved his carriage had waited ſome 
time. The ladies, there is no doubt, 
were vociferous in praife of the well- bred 
doctor; and Mrs. Staples, for that was 
the lady's name on whoſe account the 
meeting had been planned, felt herſelf 
ſo affected by the circumſtances, that, to 
ſpeak in the language of two-thirds of 
the community, ſhe. up and told them the 
ſtory of her vilit to our office, with ad- 
ditions and amendments, as they were 
| Pleaſed to ſuggeſt themſelves. Mrs. Sta- 
ples was ſo impatient to try the doctor's 

Wl medi- 
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medicines, that the very next morning 
brought her to his houſe. He pronounced 
with « certainty on her caſe, and confirmed 


all that my maſter had promiſed of her 
tenovated youth and renovated charms. 


The lady was no leſs implicit in her 
obedience to his directions than indefati- 
gable in ſwallowing all the draughts he 
ſent her; but ſtill her looking-glaſs was 
in vain conſulted for the pleaſing change 
it was to reflect. The doctor flattered, 
the lady hoped ; but ſhe had, in ſpite of 
all her folly, a gleam of ſenſe thi made 
it impoſſible for her to ſee the thing that 
was not. The doctor therefore preſented 
her with the firſt Circaſſian handkerchief 
ever brought into this country, for the 
purpoſe of fulfilling her deareſt hopes, 
which, by being only ſlightly bruſhed over 
the face, rendered her every thing, but the 
| Iikeneſs of fleſh and blood, that could be 
deſired. The women cenſured and the men 
laughed; but the one was open, the other 

Was 
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was ſecret; and as our ſex always conſider _; 
this hanging out of falſe colours as an in- L 
vitation of flattery and adulation, they 
_ amuſed themſelves by acting accordingly... 

and the imaginary angel was the contemp- - 
tible dupe. Faſhion and cuſtom are the 
ſtrongeſt of all infatuations ; the ladies, 
unable to penetrate the motives, from 
perceiving the compliments Mrs. Staples - 
had paid her, began from deſpiſing to 
wiſh themſelves poſſeſſed of her recom- 
mendatory arts. Mrs. Staples was no'churl= 
when properly applied to, and the Circaf- 
fian handkerchief was ſoon in the higheſt: 
repute, to the great diſguſt of all the ſen- 
fible part of mankind, and offence. of li- 
beral minded women, who know that it is 
not a ſet of features or complexion, when 
even the bounty of nature, that are ſuſfi- 
cient to fix a valuable heart, or give their 
poſſeſſor permanent conſequence, ; 


In matters of politics we had a new 
road to purſue. The general diviſion in 
| 9 every. 
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every country is the perſons who oppoſe, 
ana who promote the intereſts of govern- 
ment. When a ſeſſion of parliament was 
therefore opened, we were conſulted as to 
the buſineſs that would or would not be 
brought on the tapis. The queſtion on 
theſe occaſions, where an adminiſtration 
is really endued with wiſdom, and have 
actual meaning in their ſchemes and con- 
duct, muſt have been critical and puz- 
zling; but when a ſet of men are in power 
whoſe only ſpring of action is ſelf-intereſt, 
and whoſe only view impoſing upon the 
multitude, it was merely taking the trou- 
ble to weigh the point in hand in the 
proper ſcale, to be able to aſcertain their 
determination. It would fill a volume to 
do juſtice to our ſagacity and celebrate 
our diſcernment in all government reſolves, 
as well- as revive many heart-burnings in 
this kingdom. I ſhall therefore leave it 
to the ingenious reader's own imagination 
to fupply this hiatus in my hiſtory, only 


confeſling by the by that a few hundreds of 
the 
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the t—r—y money did not diſdain to cir- 
culate itſelf from the Fortune-teller's of- 
fice, as a reward for ſervices received, 
and ſerviceable expectances, ſuch as pre- 
paring, . ſoothing, &c. &c. the minds 
of the populace, by giving the groſſeſt 
national blunders the ſanRifying name of 
the decrees of fate. | 


Puppet-ſhews, wild-beaſts, dwarfs and 
Patagonians, were all rendered by our art 
ſo many uſeful aſſemblies. It was there 
that young men and young women were 
deſtined to encounter their {weethearts ; 
and it was there that many ſingular con- 
nexions were deſtined to be formed, 
though this indeed was the ground leaſt 
occupied by us of all others, from being 
the beaten track of every garreteer oracle 
within the bills of mortality. 


As to our friends the perfumers, * 5 
contrived to promote their intereſt by the 
ſimpleſt means imaginable. Bills, ſetting 


forth the innocence and the efficacy of 
their 
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their coſmetics, were as accidentally drop- 
ped in the paſſage or on the ſtairs ; and 
if any notice was taken of them, we ob- 
ſerved that different nations had different 
cuſtoms, for that whatever diſreputation 
waſhing might be held in in England, the 
French ladies ' conſidered it as neither a 
diſparagement of their underſtanding or 
their principles, to give nature every poſ- 
ſible aſſiſtance; and that it was well known 
how advantageous an agreeable bloom was 
to even the fineſt eyes, "and how. unſpeak- 
ably it improved the vivacity of every 
countenance. 


As to the affairs of the alley, my maſ- 
ter happened to have a relation who was a 
broker, and as we had the addreſs to throw 
much buſineſs in his way, he thought it- 
well worth his while to give us intelligence. 
The miſtreſs of a noble lord, who was 
much too great a favourite to be excluded 
from his confidence in the moſt important 
matters, by an occaſional preſent conveyed . 

many 
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many happy hints to him, which we no 

leſs happily played off on the public in 
general; beſides ſeveral other reſources 
which a golden key obtained for us, though 
not altogether ſo ſafe to mention. We 
ourſelves were accuſtomed to ſpeculation 
under the auſpices of our friend, but had 
much too large a ſhare of prudence to ven- 
ture out of our road, fo that we contrived. 
to bid fair for improving, without once 
endangering our fortune. I never durſt, 
however, make my perſonal appearance 
in or about *Change, for fear of meeting 
my father; for ſuch were the formidable 
impreſſions I had imbibed, that I con- 
ceived him the moſt dangerous of enemies, 
nor can I doubt but his 'treatment of me 
will juſtify me in the reader's opinion, 

when he recollects all the fufferings his 
| want of parental feelings brought upon 


A little ſort of alarm now reached- me 
of a very uncommon nature. My maſter 
| =o 
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profeſſed ſuch great approbation of my 
mother as was ſcarce compatible with com- 
mon friendſhip, and ſeemed to threaten a a 
much more tender attachment. My mo- 
ther's principles and reſolutions could not 
well be doubted; but my maſter was ſo 
great an adept in the arts of pleaſing, that 
1 trembled leſt her compaſſion ſhould be 
intereſted, or that a toa abrupt refuſal, 
without giving him the particulars of our 
hiſtories, might offend him, and bring us 
into many inconveniencies. My mother, 
whoſe life was without deſign, profeſſed 
herſelf. much delighted with his conver- 
ſation. She knew books; he knew 
the human heart, and there was a vein, 
-of pleaſantry in his compoſition' that. 
gave livelineſs and grace to all his deſcrip- 
tions. My mother laughed at me when 
I mentioned the diſcovery I was convinced 
I had made of his growing inclination for 
her. My good child, ſaid ſhe, do learn 
to diſtinguiſh between the ſuſceptibilities 
of youth and thoſe of a more advanced 
* 
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period. Mr. Robinſon is pleaſed with my 


enquiring ſpirit, and I am entertained 
with his abundant knowledge ; but I am 
ſatisfied that our favourable ideas of each 


other never went beyond; and notwith- 


ſtanding your ſuſpicions have flown out 
on this occaſion, you may remember the 
brotherly affection you bore Cordelia Berk- 


ley, though ſhe was by no means the woman 
you would have choſen for a wife. Be- 
ſides, you don't recollect that your maſter,” 


whatever his private ſentiments might be, 
is under a predicament that muſt for ever 


reſtrain him from every matrimonial over- 
ture. A vow of celibacy of the moſt. 


folemn kind has been taken by him, and 
you well know how I am ſituated ; for 
however the laws of this country may re- 


leaſe me from the ſacred tie, I can never 


conceive any human power can diſſolve it. 


I affured my mother in terms equally 
ſtrong and ſincere, that it was not her in- 
tegrity I doubted, but my maſter's pru- 


dence and reſolution ; and that a quarrel 


with 


*u 
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with our benefactor could not be an eligi- 
ble circumſtance, let-the proſpect be ever 
ſo remote. But very ſoon after this conver- 
ſation I had the ſatisfaction to find that 
my mother's conjectures were juſt, mine 
altogether idle and groundleſs; for Mr. 
Robinſon, inſtead of ſeeking to ſpend his 
life with her, was making a purchaſe of a. 
little ſnug box thirty-ſix miles from Lon- 
don, where he propoſed paſſing by much 
the largeft portion of his time in retire- 
ment and meditation, My mother read 
me a little lecture on my too quick appre- 
henſions, obſerving that it would be ex- 
tremely hard to deny a ſociable mind the 
pleaſures of ſociality, becauſe it was within 
poſſibility that the character of the friend. 
might inſenſibly be converted into that of 
the lover. That it was certainly a very 
natural circumſtance, where two perſons 
of different ſexes had frequent opportuni- 
ties of converſing together, and were con- 
ſeious of no impediment, for them at 


_ to be inclined to * their lives 
under 
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under the ſame roof; but where impedi- 
ments did ſubſiſt on either, or perhaps, on 
both ſides, there was-ample ſecurity for 
the propriety of the attachment. Friend- 
ſhip, ſhe continued, was a generous, 2 
benevolent ſentiment, and never yet inha- 
bited an unworthy boſom; for it was 
founded on eſteem, on approbation, on 
apparent merit in the object, the claims to 
which could be no ſooner forfeited than 
the principles muſt be extinguiſhed. I 
confeſſed the juſtice of her obſervations, 
but was ſtill for inſiſting upon it, that 
there was danger in all intimacies between 
men and women who could not be legally 
united. She caft a look of anger and con -· 
tempt upon me ;_ told me my ſoul was an 
illiberal one; and aſked me whether I con- 
ceived it the ſcheme of Providence, or the 
depravity of the age, that required this 
ſeparation, this unnatural reſerve amongſt 
| thoſe that were declaredly created to be 
the companions, the friends, the brothers 
and the fiſters of each other. I ſhrunk 
3 | into 
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into myſelf, heartily begged her pardon, 
and, on a very little reflection, diſcarded 
the narrow idea for ever; for, agreeable ' 
to her tenet, where the mind 1s right, the 
conduct can never be wrong. 


CHAP. Iv. 
A word to the wiſe of each ſex. 


LADY who had ſomewhat. unhap- 
pily diſtinguiſhed herſelf in her 

neighbourhood by a jealous. diſpoſition, 
paid us a viſit. It was, however, the good- 
neſs, not the malignity of heart, that be- 
UP trayed her into the-error, for ſhe conceived 
t Heaven would ſeverely puniſh the 

* the adulterer, nay, viſit them on 
the head of his innocent poſterity. From 
this motive, and from this alone, was ſhe 
everlaſtingly entertaining her huſband on 
the ungrateful ſubject, denouncing ven- 
geance from on high, at the ſame time 


chat ſhe was e liberal in perſonal accu- 
* 
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fation. The huſband, who was a lively 
good-natured man, was at firſt greatly 
diſtreſſed to fee his wife unhappy ; and 
aſſured her that all thoſe little ſallies that 


brought his faith in queſtion, were per- 


fectly innocent, and only a way he had 
got, which, as it gave her pain, he would 
endeavour by degrees to leave off; but 
he ſhould be unwilling to do it abruptly, 


leſt he ſhould be ſmoked by his acquaint- 


ance for a hen- pecked huſband. There 


vas much reaſon in this; but the truth 
is, that ladies, however highly-they may 


be offended when we call their rationality 
in. queſtion, are often wholly difinclined to 
hear teaſon. She inſiſted upon an in- 
ſtantaneous reformation : he, with much 
good humour, endeavoured to convince 


her ſhe was too hard upon him; and, in 


the end, finding her ſo unrelenting, he 
began to def; piſe her power, and reſolved 


: to have no other rule of conduct than his | 
| own inclination. 


This 
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This was a cruel as well as a mortifying 


. diſcovery to a woman who really loved her 


huſband, and rather piqued herſelf upon 
her addreſs; but there was no remedy z 
her tears flowed in abundance ; her com- 
plaints were perpetually wounding his ear; 
and inſtead of the domeſtic turn he had 
poſſeſſed, his home was the only place he 
viſited with reluctance, and quitted with- 
- out regret. 

My maſter beheld this young agreeable 
and unhappily miſtaken woman with com- 
paſſion, and was particularly ſorry to be- 
hold her a viſitor at his office. Her wiſhes, 
indeed, could not be concealed ; for if ſhe 
had not been heartily tired of her preſent 
condition, ſhe could never have been 
tempted to enquire into future changes and 
viciſſitudes. 


Madam, ſaid my maſter, having taken 


the uſual methods of informing himſelf, 
your fire- ſide is by no means a comfort- 
able one; but as all its uneaſineſs reſults 

from 
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from you, it is in your power wholly to 
obviate it. She looked diſpleaſed. And 
pray, fir, how have I contrived to render 
myſelf the bane of felicity to my family? 
From prejudice of education. Without 
much vivacity in your own compoſition, 
you are hurt by its operations in another; 
and becauſe you diſapprove of livelineſſes 
with other womens huſbands, are offended 
that your huſband ſhould like to laugh 
with the wives of his acquaintance ; but, 
believe me, you are quite wrong. Jealouſy 
in a man is abſurd, and for this reaſon; 
rhat no good woman can be the object of 
it, and a bad one ſhould excite very dif- 
ferent ſenſations. But in a woman jea- 
louſy is contemptible; for fo long as the 
world's opinions and cuſtoms are what we 
of this generation find them, what is highly 
criminal in the one ſex, will always be 
conſidered as venial in the other. Nor is 
there either injuſtice or hardſhip in the 
matter, if we recollect the different effects 
Produced. Let the manners of a huſband 
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be ever ſo profligate, they are ſo far from 
reflecting diſhonour on a wife, that they 
only place her virtue in a more conſpicu- 
ous point of view, and aggravate the run- 
agate's offences. The huſband can bring 
no ſpurious offspring to commit legal de- 
predations on his family, nor bring a worſe 
calamity on their heads than a diminution 
of his circumſtances, an evil that a prudent 
wife can in a great meaſure mitigate. And 
what is an unſpeakable advantage, after 
having wandered ever ſo wide from the 
path of propriety, the moment that he 
conceives a juſt abhorrence of the vicious, 
and a juſt eſteem for the virtuous, bis 
wife by receiving him back, and gene- 
rouſly forgiving and forgetting the paſt, 
does honour to her own heart, by doing 
her duty to herſelf, her huſband, and 


ſociety. ; 
I confeſs it muſt not be a very pleaſing 


thing to a woman of ſenſibility and ten- 


derneſs to be diſregarded by her huſband ; 
but 
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but it is her own fault if it is of any con- 
tinuance. The uncomplaining ſufferer 
has a triumph for an atonement,” and is 
held forth to the world as a bright exam- 
ple of wiſdom and virtue, at the ſame 
time that ſhe is pronounced the ſaviour of 
her family. The infidelity of a wife ope- 
rates widely different; ſhame and deſtruc- 
tion await her firſt departure from what is 
right, and mark her footſteps through the 
whole ſcene of infamy. The man for 
whoſe ſake ſhe befrays her family, deſpiſes 
her; the innocent children that were born 
even before her defection, are branded 
with a cruel portion of her ignominy, and 
the finger of ſcorn is pointed againſt the 
huſband, whoſe honour and whoſe deareſt 
poſſeſſions have been torn from him by 
the deprayity of her whom he believed to 
be little leſs than an angel. No contrition 
can here be of uſe; the tears of abſolute 
penitence, with reſpect to this world, muſt 
flow in vain ; for as there 1 is no 8 
paſt actions, ſo there can be ho ' 
union with a polluted, an unfaithful wife. 


Vol. II. D Yet 
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Yet notwithſtanding this is a true ſtate of 
the caſe on each ſide, we have women ſo 
violent and fo ;njudicious as to fly out be- 
yond all poſſibility of retreat on their huſ- 
band's miſconduct, and here and there a 
few reptiles that have taken back the proſti- 
tute to their arms. It is, however, out of 
our power to teach the mind to feel, 
though we can correct the falſe judgements 
5 of mankind. Opinion is one thing, facts, 
t another; but ſurely nothing but the. moſt 
* turn of foul could ſuggeſt the idea 
of repriſals to the wife, or the. abje& 
nature conſent to join hands with infamy. 


| But, madam, to come nearer the caſe 
in queſtion; Your huſband's affection for 
' you is only ſuſpended, not deſtroyed. He 
is offended, not diſguſted. with your beha- 
viour,. and therefore you may take my 
word for it, that if you can ſo far ſacrifice 
your pride as to profeſs yourſelf ſorry for 
the paſt, and inſtead of reproaches, meer 
ay "wich kindnes in future, you will de 
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feminine ſpirit, was for juſtifying ; but my 
maſter 5 red her ſhe had no other alter- 
native than becoming a reaſonable or a 
miſerable woman ; the former of which 
was at length her election, and the even 


thanked my maſter for proving to her that 
ſhe had acted an equally ridiculous and 


contemptible part. 
A ſmart young damſel was now uſhered: 


in. She was on the point of embarking - 
for the Eaft-Indies, and wanted to learn 
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7 


happy woman. The lady, with a truly 


what mighty things, the ſtars meant to wy 


for her. 


My maſter happened to be in a . 


humour, and told her that the treaſures 
of a Nabob could not, if ſhe had any, 
ſenſibility, ſecure -her from her own re- 
proaches, .In a word, madam, ſaid he, 
there is a circumſtance of your life, that 


* 


however it may be concealed from the, 


knowledge of the world, will, 2 5 you , 
* expect, riſe wy againſt you; for 2-4 


well 
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well know you ought to be the wife only 
of your late a clerk, by whom you 
have ſuffered yourſelf to be ſeduced. She 
reddened with reſentment not compunc- 
tion, beſought my maſter not to offend 
her ear by ſuch groſs inſinuations, but 
look forward and tell her what ſhe had to 
hope or fear. I will, ſaid he, be very 
candid with you; if you can reconcile 
yourſelf to the buſineſs of deceiving, you 
will not be unſucceſsful. But however 
abundant your huſband's circumſtances, 
your extravagant and ambitious wiſhes 
will be always expoſing you to his difplea- 
ſure and your own private mortification; 
add to which, that you will live in perpe- 
tnal apprehenſion of being betrayed ; for 
though the gentlemen abroad are under 


the neceſſity of truſting great lengths, yet 


they arc the moſt impatient of men if 
they diſcover themſelves to be abuſed. 
The lady was not a little diſpleaſed by this 
unfavourable account of her proſpects; 

but having A a re· aſſurement that 
: FWG 
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ſhe ſhould not only obtain a huſband, but 
a very elegant eſtabliſhment in conſe- 
quence of her intended voyage, ſhe ſeemed 
to conceive it very poſſible to ſilence the 
whiſperings of conſcience, And thus it 
is, ſaid my maſter, that the world is de- 
ceived, The Eaſt-India Company have 
young women recommended to them 46 
women of honour, though boldly enter- 
priſing, and they are implicitly eredulous. 
Wives ate wiſhed. for on the caſtern conti- 
nent ; and relying upon the credentials of 
a ſociety who are not within poſſibility of 
certain intelligence, the worthleſs and the 
vicious have an equal chance of ſucceſs 
with the prudent and the amiable, who are 
induced to quit their country, not as ad- 
venturers, but from the ties of friendſhip 
or conſanguinity, to hve with thoſe whoſe 
ſtation is in foreign climates. 1 


My maſter in the earlier parts of hls ti | 
had been a great traveller „ and, amon 

the manifold ſpots he had viſited, Tag 
D 3 waz 
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was one. He confeſſed indeed, that the 
girl who had the courage to undertake 
Io long à voyage deſeryed ſome little re- 
compence, not to {ay a word of the dangers 
and inconveniencies to which ſhe muſt 
ſtand expoſed from the very nature of her 
fityation ; but then, as in the army as well 
"as civil employments, there were many 
men of nice honour and worthy characters, 
it was his opinion that they ought not to 
| have agreeable creatures thrown in their 
way who were in 1 objects of con- 
tempt. However, to reform the age was 
too formidable a taſk for a ſingle indivi- 
dual to engage in, and he therefore was 
accuſtomed to conclude in the words of 
my motto, which would occur to him on 
numberleſs occaſions: If the world will, 

«* why let it be deceived. 5 | 


It is a whimſical circumſtance, ſaid my 
maſter, that this ſame love and matrimony 
610 be ſuch an everlaſting fund of profit 


e men a young women are 
ſo 
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o impatient to be difpoſed of, that they 
will anticipate their deſtiny ; and, after 
having for a few years experienced the 
perplexities and the diſtreſſes of this ſo- 
much admired ſtate, are as eager to en- 
quire about their diſ-union, as ever they 
were of their union to a favourite object. 
But theſe changes are eaſily accounted for. 
In the earlier part of our lives folly and 
vanity are apt to divide our hearts; and 
as matrimony is the general faſhion of % 
times, if we exclude the ſuperior walks 22> 
life, where intrigue engroſſes the whole at- 
tention, it is merely natural that chooſing 
or refuſing ſhould be the great queſtion 
af anak/in RE th n op 
caſions. | 


Having thus fixed without meaning and 
ſelected without judgement, can it be won⸗ : 
derful that repentance ſhould follow cloſe | 
at their heels? The man becomes a tyrant, 
the woman a boſom enemy, and for a 
time all is concealed enmity and half ſup- 

1 — 2M . preſſed 
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preſſed diſcord. No ſooner, however, has 
ſome unexpected incident brought on an 
eclaircifſement, than hard words and bitter 
reproaches are the conſequence; the huſband 
flies to the tavern, and the wife for a time 
weeps in ſilence. Coming at length to exa- 
mine into the merits of the matter, ſhe finds 9 
her huſband a churl, and herſelf a cruel 
provoked woman. She ſeeks a confidante 
of her ſorrows, who having run through | 
P! the meanders herſelf, encourages her ; 
do look forward to better days. A huf- | | 
band may be loſt as well as gained; and 
who would be ſuch a fool as to ſpoil their 
eyes and deſtroy their agreeable looks for 
any ill natured fellow in Chriſtendom! 
The advice works its effect; the lady 
reſts her hopes of amuſement on intervals 
when ſhe can feel herſelf her own miſtreſs; 
and having weaned her mind by almoſt 
imperceptible gradations from her own | 
family, extends her view without a 
ſingle compunction a ſtep or two far- 


ther, and has her ſecond huſband marked 
don 


FORTUNE-TELLER: 00" 


down long before at is convenleat w bury 
her firft. 5 
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Nor is e bale 10 W 

tageous to us as this latter ſeaſon, for 
girls are ſhy. and timid ; but when , 
the matron, has burſti the bonds of chaſts 
reſerve, and broke down the ſtrong holds 
of honeſt prudence, there is no end to her 


idle, * unwarrantable he + We . 
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lowed with more 9 in the last age 
view than the firſt. 
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But though my nate] . 
to moralize, and had his ſecret compunc- 
tions whenever he was the cauſe of Adress 
or inconvenience to any one, yet he would. 
indulge himſelf in a harmleſs laugh by 
winding and turning the mind abourthat 
was ſo weak as to put itkelf id by, e 2 


12121. 


Many a match has he brought to bear 
by, the ſimple means of a maſquerade- 
D 1 * 
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eſſes 
muſt have diſgraced every period but the 
antediluvian, when there were girls of fifty 
in abſolute leading-ſtrings, and boys of 
fourſcore, who durſt not be truſted by 
their parents beyond the ſmoke of their 
own chimnies but with a proper guard. 


But it was not ſufficient either for our 
amuſement or our profit to put the idle 
and the infatuated on theſe noon-day ab- 
fbrdities, for we conſtantly contrived to 
be ff pectators of the ſcene. Strephons and 
Delias, as if by a ſecret magic, have ſe- 
lected each. other from the multitude; 
ſultanas have had devils at their feet, well 
qualified to tempt them from the right 
path; and the nuns of every order have 
inſtinctively, as it were, attached them- 
ſelves to harlequins and Don Quixotes, by 
the mere power of a taliſman with which 
ve preſented them. 5 
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The fa& in ceality was this: in all 
connexions it is an infallible principle a 
ſerve Now: if dee then ſent euſtomers to 
the ſeveral werchouſes in the purlieus' of 
the garden, it was ſurely barely juſtice 
that we ſhould experienee a reciprocality 
of civilities, and be permitted to range 
over the Feld of m Prepara- 
tions, like tame animals, until e had 
collected ſufficient intelligence to anſwer 
our purpoſes. But I ſeem to forget I a 
an hiſtorian, not a betrayer of the ſeerets 
of trade; I ſhall cherefere check my zeal, 
and ſhrink back into my proper cha- 
racter. 5 


« The world” (it muſt thus however be 
apparent) is a ſtage, and all the men 
« and women merely players ;” but that 
the children of ſix feet high ſhould ap- 
pear in much more childiſh parts than the 
pigmies of ſociety, is ſomewhat aſtoniſh- 
ing, unleſs we ſettle it, that no one has it in 
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his power. to do extravagant things, until 
he ought ht to know what to chooſe and 
what to reject; and that whilſt the young 
and riſing generation are learning how to 
eonduct themſelves when reſtraint ſhall be 
no more, the declining one are bidding 
their laſt adieu to the revellings, the vices, 
and the abſurdities of life; and thus the 
ſame fantaſtic and the ſame idle ball is 
kept up from period to period without 
ſname or compunction; ſo that we may 
with juſtice ay, © It is a youth of care, 
* and an old age of frolic,” inſtead of vice 
wle as * . p it. 10 
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CHAP. v. a 


A mirror for love-f ck damſels.. "Mauch ade | 
© about nothing. Far fetchi delicacy, and 
an 1 PEI. at the ſentimental. | 


ror a day paſſed without my far: 
VY tering myſelf that Camilla would 
have the courage, or, perhaps, more pro: 
perly, the weakneſs to repeat her viſit; - 
but here my preſcience failed me, and my 
mother remarked it to me as a very valu. 
able feature, becauſe, according to her 
ſyſtem, there was a wide difference bes 
tween falling into a caſual error, and bes 
coming inſenſible to the important diſtincs 
tions of right and wrong. But however 
I might be delighted with my miſtreſs's. 
principles, diſtreſſed with the inter 
ruption of our acquaintance, and had a 
thouſand chimæras ſuggeſting themſelves, 
as well for my re. introduction at Mr. Berk - 
_— as for torturing. e the 
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great probability of loſing her, unleſs our 
en. could be renewed. 


My mother having been for a long 
time intreated to go with a very agreeable 
party do Marybone-Gardens, now for the 
firſt time conſented. She well knew pub. 
| he amuſements were not my, father's taſte 4 
and ſhe had nd idea that a miracle would 
| be wrought on his e merely for 
het puniſhment. 


| eee 
and leaving my Camilla co ber .deftiay, 
think no more of her, until encouraged 
by ſome favourable incident; but how I 
meant to keep my reſalution will more 
fully appear, when I confeſs that I dreſſed 
myſelf in her favourite ſuit of clothes for 
my lively expedition, ſatisſied that [ Thould 
enjoy more pfeaſure, however tinged by 
melancholy,.in recollecting the days Thad 
ſeen with her, chan all chat could be * 
or 8 en 


, a 


8 | 
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We had paſſed about a couple of hours 
very comfortably,, when we were ſome 
what alarmed by the company's crouding 
round one particular box from imagining 
there was a quarrel. At length, by ſtand- 
ing on tip-toes, and watching my oppor- 
tunity to peep over the people's ſhoulders, 
who ſhould I perceive but my Camilla in 
a fainting fit, the cauſe of which [ inſtantly. 
imputed to my fudden appearance in the 
habit ſhe had ſeen in the glas. 


I made my way through the crowd, 
curſing the ftars, my profeſſion and my- 
ſelf, for my folly and my want of conſi- 
deration ; and placing myſelf between 
her and the ſpectators, beſought her, as 
ſhe was now reviving, to compoſe herfelf 
and quit the —_— 


Mr. Frank, ſaid the, I am olad; git 

| Yor whind//aoy Wide angie? what are you 
glad of, and what diſtreſſes you? Can 1 
Ku way a | 
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You: muſt know how happy you would 
make me by your commands, 


The ſtarers began to diſperſe; and in- 
deed it is ſtrange that in a land of polite- 
neſs one misfortune can never happen 
alone; for where the feelings are delicate, 
it muſt be a ſufficient misfortune to be ill 
in a public place, without being conſti- 
tuted a common ſpectacle for the multi- 
tude. Let humanity itſelf make a pauſe 
on this ſpot, and remember that to do ac- 

ceptable things is much better than to do 
buſy ones; and that there is more real 
good- nature in paring than opening a 
ſtranger. 


I faid ver tenderneſs and civility 
could dictate to reconcile Camilla to my 
* attentions ; but though I could perceive 
ſhe looked at me with approbation, 1 
could alſo, perceive that ſhe looked at -me 
with terror, and I overheard her whiſper 
Cordelia, that ſhe had indeed been very 
* 25 could never er forgive herſelf. 

| Cordelia. 


Cordelia treated me with all the ſweet 
complaiſance imaginable, aſked if my 
mother was with me, expreſſed the moſt 
friendly earneſtneſs to ſee her, and in- 
treated that we would join company. An 
old friend of their father's, à cheattul 
woman about fifty, had indulged them in 
this little excurſion, and we ſpent a moſt 
pleaſing evening. But ſuch was the obſti- 
nacy of Camilla, that though I could not but 
flatter myſelf ſhe would have been glad of 
my converſation, ſhe would not conſent to 
my taking a place in their coach, but in- 

ſiſted that if it was an accommodation for 
them to bring home one of my friends, 
my mother herſelf ſnould oblige e 
and. her by accompanying them. 


Cordelia found an een of in- 
forming my mother that Camilla's country 
relation was dead, and, as ſhe left no will, 
the heirs at law had ſeized on their pro- 
perty to the total excluſion of her couſin: 


chat this incident was conſidered by Mr. 
and 
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and Mrs, Berkley as a decline of fortune, 
which authoriſed them to treat her with 
leſs ceremony than ever; in confequence 
of which opinion ſhe was made abſolute 


houſe-keeper in town. That as to her 


part, her father and mother thought it too 
great a happineſs to permit her to ſpend 
much time with her couſin; but notwith- 
ſtanding all impediments, he would find. 
an opportunity of making her an early 
vilit, and 8 an e en 
ber and Camilla. ! * } 


This was a bleſſed * point FETs 5 

1 had always the reputation of being an 
induſtrious and a ſucceſsful young fellow, 
there was nothing to create one inconveni- 
ent ſuſpicion in 8 face of our affairs. 
Our little habitation was rather heat than 
elegant; and the entertainment we gave 
all our viſitants ſuch as indicated "a not 
— affluent circumſtances, | 


Cordelia was beyond expectation kind, 
for the very next afternoon appearing 
favour- 


# 
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favourable, ſhe, with Camilla in her hand, 
repaired to the ſpot of our reſidence, and 
I had the felicity of ſpending many hours 
with theſe ladies, after having repeatedly 
deſpaired of ever ſeeing them more; for I, 
who could foretell fortunate or unfortunate 
events to all the world beſides, was in the 
moſt toral ignorance reſpecting the changes 
and chances in which I myſelf was con- 
cerned. 


Cordelia wept for joy on being 2 

as ſhe called it, to my mother's acquaint- 
ance, and Camilla, I could perceive, was 
highly pleaſed with the commencement of 
an acquaintance between her and ſo valu- 
able a woman as ſhe had always underſtood 
my mother to be; but as ſhe was unable 
to ſubdue the idea of having offended the 
Deity by her enquiries into the future, and 
had in no degree got the better of her idea 
of conſequent puniſhment, ſhe: converſed 
with me with an equal portion of pain and 
pleaſure. My mother ſtill continued happy 


68 FORTUNE-TELLER. 

in her pious ſenſibility, as ſne called it, 
and inſiſted upon it, that as the impreſſion 
couid do her no harm, I ought not too 
ſoon to undeceive her. Premature ſteps, 
ſhe ſaid, were always productive of ſevere 
repentance ; and that, in her opinion, it 
would be ſafeſt as well as wiſeſt to form 
my whole train of proceedings with reſpect 
to Camilla, before I ventured to commu- 
nicate the ſecrets of my conduct. I was 
obliged to acquieſce, becauſe I was unable. 
to confute her reaſoning and enjoy the 
preſent good, without betraying (at leaſt) 
too great anxiety for the hidden e 
of Providence. 


A very few viſits were ſufficient to con- 
ſtitute my mother and Camilla the moſt 
affectionate friends; for, abſtracted from 
my intereſt in either the one or the other, 
they were ſo perfectly amiable and ſo ir- 
reſiſtibly engaging, that to know them 
was to be attached to them. My mother 
found, from ſome hints which Camilla 
* 8 5 dropped, 
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dropped, that Cordelia was going to be 
married. I rejoiced in the circumſtance, 
and the more particularly from the conſci- 
ouſneſs of having been the principal in- 
ſtrument in that buſineſs; and my mother 
at length drew her into a confidential 
confeſſion of many things in her own 
ſituation. 


Happy, bud As one day, n 
I am in my coufin's proſpects, I will not 
deny to you that I am trembling at my 
own. Mrs. Berkley has, out of her 
abundant generoſity, choſe me a huſband, 
almoſt old enough to be my grandfather, 
and in every reſpect, the molt diſagreeable 
man on earth. She preſumes upon my 
uncomfortable and friendleſs ſituation, 
and, from allowing me no will on any 
other occaſion, has not an idea of my 
claiming one on this the moſt umpertant 
occaſion of my life. 


My mother had the good ſenſe to ſpare. 5 
my feelings, by concealing this piece of , 
intel- 
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intelligerice, ar the ſame time that ſhe en- 


deavoured to ſupport the ſpirits of her | 


young friend. She obſerved to her, as I 
afterwards: learnt; that a breach of duty 


was dreadful in points where the tie actu- 


ally ſubſiſted; but that we ought to diſ- 
tinguiſh ſhadows from realities, and more 


eſpecially in an inſtance where our happi- 


neſs or miſery was the queſtion; or other- 


wiſe we ſhould be liable to commit a ſacri- 


fice when we imagined we were only mak - 
ing a conceſſion. That no aunt or unele 


— 


in the univerſe had a right 7 beyond 
the bounds of perſuaſion ;-. nor ought a 
huſband to be accepted by us, unleſs. 


much more the reſult of our own inclina-,. 


tions than their authority, or our deſire of 


delivering ourſelves from an uneaſy ſitua- 


tion; for that the greateſt evils of a ſingle 


ſtate had hope for their alleviation, but 


when once diſpoſed of at the altar, if 
united to wretchedneſs, nothing but deſpair 
of patient endurance remained for us to 


the chd of out exiſtence. 
8 C HAP. 
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A ne 
CHAP: ve 

Human inconſtancies. Some refle®ions, en- 


Firely new, on dependanre. A cbimeriral 


tale in the griſt ann 
e. | 


"HAD conceived! that if once I RY 

happy as to renew my intimacy” with 
the Miſs. Berkleys, the way would be 
ſmooth before me; inſtead. of which my 
hours. of, attendance at the office became 
painful to me, from the idea that they 
were the impediments to our meeting, and . 
my: hours of receſs. were rendered ume 
by waiting for them in vain; thus it is 
plain that we are very unkie judges of 
what is neceſſary to our happineſs, and, 
there is n doubt, frequently obtain our 
wild, our idle wiſhes, at once to puniſh 
and convince us of our folly. I confeſſed 
my feelings, as uſual, to my mother; and 
ou gh wiſe. reflections and admonitions 
4 . were 
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were inſufficient to compoſe, they con- 
firmed my mind as to the unremitting ap- 


plication to buſineſs. 


A lady was now introd uced to me, 
young and beautiful as an angel: 1 had 
the good fortune to recollect I had ſeen 
her at Lord Millbank's, and picked up 
her hiſtory in the courſe of wy nobility. 
connexions. 0 PERIL * 


You are, ſaid I, NR? after giving 
her due impreſſions of my wiſdom, moſt 
undeſervedly, a very unhappy woman; 
but it is in your own power to bring good 
out of evil; your huſband is of a diſſipated 
turn, and perhaps has too little attention 
to your accommodation. Tou muſt not 
however juſtify his conduct; at preſent 
| your fame is unſpotted, but take care, for 

it cannot long remain ſo, unleſs you have 
the prudence, the reſolution to forego the 
acquaintance of the gentleman who calls 
himſelf your huſband's friend. Tour 


heart is —— Your ſenſibility 
ſtrong 
6 8 
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ſtrong, and the voice of friendſhip ſooth- 
ing; yet believe me, he is neither the 
harmleſs or the ſincere man you take him 
for: his vanity and his licentiouſneſs 
equally prompt him to form deſigns upon 
you; and his firſt ſtep towards breaking 
you into his ſchemes, will be to give the 
world an idea that things are in the deſired 
train, at once to ſhew you, that as you 
have no reputation to loſe, you can have 
no diſgrace to fear. Shun him therefore 
as you would your evil genius. A happy 
change of life is in ſtore for you; and the 
conſciouſneſs of having not only well in- 
tended but well executed, will prove a 
ſatisfaction to you beyond what Fam able 
to deſcribe. 


I am ſhocked, faid PIs even at the 


bare mention of danger. My own. inte- 


grity and the good opinion I entertained 
of my huſband's friend, made it impoſſi- 
ble for me to ſee the hazardous predica- 
ment I had attained. I vill follow the 

Vol. II. N advice 
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advice you give me, whether from the 

ftars or ſome fortunate: inſpiration, for I 
begin to diſcover that from the malice or 
the depravity of mankind, a wgman can 
be alone ſafe in the friendſhip of her huſ- 
band. And yet, continued ſne, who 
would have imagined that benevolence and 
compaſſion were mere profeſſional virtues ; 
and that where purity of intention was ap- 
parent, an obſervance of forms muſt be 
kept up, in order to ſecure a female from 
the ſuſpicion of impropriety, to preſerve 
her from unworthy attempts? Thus in ex- 
change for ſafety we muſt give up ſoci- 
ality, I thank you, fir, for the hints you 
have favoured me with, and will hence- 
-forth regulate my ſteps by a new ſtand- 
ard; and, in conformity to the maxims of 
a bad world, treat every perſon I am ac- 
quainted with, as if we muſt one day be- 
come enemies, when neither the infirmities 
nor the virtues of my compoſition will be 
brought to operate againſt me. 


On 


«av 
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On this lady's retiring (who from reap- 
ing the benefit of my admonitions. is now 
fuperior to all her difficulties) a young 
woman was ſhewn in whoſe appearance 
was that of a gentlewoman; but there 
was a ſomething of diſtreſs that ran 
through it. I beg, fir, ſaid ſhe, ſince you 
profeſs the power, you will tell me what 
fate is in ſtore for me; Madam, replied 
I, having conſulted my learned oracles, you 
will be very happy if once your good ſenſe 
can get the better of your prejudices 
You live at preſent rather to the world's 
opinion than your own, and conceive that 
there is more felicity in ſtarving genteely 
than in ſubmitting to ſituations that your 
education has given you a very falſe idea 
of; but believe me you are deceived 
Good - breeding will dignify the humbleſt 
condition, and we are with very few ex- 
. ceptions conſidered by the world, as we 
ourſelves chooſe to direct; if we can de- 
ſpiſe its contempt, we - ſhall enjoy its 
favour; but if we ſhrink at the former, 5 
E 2 . 


76 FORTUNE-TELLER. 


the latter flies us for ever: your father, 
madam, was one of thoſe profeſſions, that, 
though they do not a afford a ſubſiſtence, 


make it impoſſible for any addition to be 


obtained by. the help of induſtry—To the 
army, and the church, it is that our 
ſtreets are peculiarly indebted for the chief 
part of their miſerable wanderers—I ſin- 
cerely pity the children of ſuch. parents 
who neglect to inculcate thoſe only great 


| leflons ; 3 that nothing 1 is praiſe-worthy but 


what is honeſt; nothing contemptible that 
is compatible with the laws of God and 


the laws of ſociety ; ; for by theſe leſſons 


the falſe notions engendered by pride and 


nurtured by vanity are happily guarded 

againſt, . and no leſs happily eradicated, 
and. good. ſenſe is eſtabliſhed the rule of 
conduct. | 


I on indeed chat . alan 
young women were moſt mortifyingly 
ſituated no employments were open to 


We 25 ſoch-« as are repugnant to fine 


1 25 feelings ; 
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feelings; but now that the arts are en- 
couraged; now that the works of inge- 
nuity have their regular ſales appointed, 
which equally produce the neteſſary ſti- 
pend, and bring fame, that beſt conſola- 
tion of fallen greatneſs, along with them, 
their diftreſſes are at an end. The ſocie- 
ties for the encouragement of genius are ſo 
far from excluding, that they invite the 
ladies to ſhare the profits, to participate 
the reputation of their exhibitions, and a 
genteel independence ;. nor are the walks 
of literature by any means denyed to them; 
one thing is however to be lamented, wo- 
men of talents frequently make themſelves 
diſapproved where. they would ' otherwiſe 
be venerated, by affecting a ſuperiority. 
over their own ſex, and mixing in the 
giddy fcenes of life. All the art there- 

fore, madam, is to diſcover wherein your 
particular turn conſiſts, to bear your 
faculties and your honours meekly, and 
proſecute your undertakings with firm- 
neſs and reſolution. Could young women 
E's. e 
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of, education be ſpirited up to feel their 
own conſequence, we ſhould not want for 
public inſtitutions for cultivating | their 
abilities, or directing them to be uſeful. 
Lou have done me the favour to liſten 
attentively; may I then hope that you 
perceive the reaſon and the neceſſity of 
-what I have ſaid ? But to return more im- 
mediately to buſineſs, I can aſſure you 
that within little more than a week, a 
lady, remarkable for her benevolence and 
her underſtanding, will make overtures 
towards an acquaintance with you, and 
from one of your own ſex, whoſe character 
is unimpeachable, you can have nothing 
to fear; ſhe will point out to you the pro - 
per track you ought to purſue, and I am 
confident you will have reaſon to bleſs the 
hour you viſited the fortune-teller. I gave 
the neceſſary ſignal. for having my fair 
viſitant followed home, and d:ſcovered 
that ſhe was the daughter of a clergyman, 
who had died about a twelvemonth before; 
that her condition was both unhappy and 
_— 7 de- 
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pendent, and that melancholy and deſpon- 


' "dence had induced her to ſeek comfort 


from a ſource that healthful minds can 
deſpiſe. 


My mother was delighted when ſhe had 
the power of doing good, and therefore 
moſt chearfully entered on her taſk; bur 
as Miſs Sedgmore's education. had been 
liberal, and there was nothing to operate 
in the cauſe of ſuperſtitious credulity but 
her dejection of ſpirits, much addreſs w was 
required 1 in the performance of it. 


On the frequent returns of my wolty 
ſpy, who was repeatedly diſpatched for 
intelligence, the church was the place 
fixed upon for the commencement of our 
ſchemes: grief and piety are common 
concomitants; but it is really ſtrange 
that the ſoul that can ſubſcribe to the 
power of its Creator, and derives a know- 
ledge of his wonderful attributes from the 
church reſponſes, can now proſtrate itſelf 
at the foot of the Divinity for protection, 

988 - E. 4 : and 4 
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and then viſit the idle wretches of my pro- 
feſſion for information reſpecting future 
events. 

My mother has that ſomething about 
her, which, to borrow the language of Mr. 
Stern, was ever beckoning to the unhappy 
to reſt upon her. Miſs Sedgmore was 
conſequently ſtruck by her manner, and 
from the intercourſe of eyes, and the little 
exchange of civilities their interviews was 
capable of, was infinitely prepoſſeſſed i in 
her favour. My mother was however fear- 
ful of being too quick in her advances: 
the young lady had her delicacies; it was 
not till after a tedious period that a com- 
munication of friendly offices was opened 

between them—an invitation was at 
length given by my mother, and accepted 
on the part of Miſs Sedgmore, of 1 
a Giſh of tea with us. 


The diſtant relation in vhols pag ſhe 
happened to be ſituated, was a. linen- 
draper, at whoſe ſhop_ my mother had . 
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accidentally dealt; and as we always. paid. . 
ready money for our purchaſes: we were 
with all trades people rather valuable 
cuſtomers; a circumſtance that not a little 
contributed to facilitate her deſigns, by 
giving her importance with the family as 
well as with Miſs Sedgmore. I have 
dwelt with particular pleaſure on ii this little 
article, becauſe I muſt think that the well 
educated and unfortunate young women 
in every country deferye the moſt generous 
attentions; for as their accompliſhments 
are ſo many baits for the cruel and unprin- 
cipled, they ought to be ſo many incite- 
ments to protection with the humane Ant 
benevolent part of the community. 

Miſs Sedgmore was ſoon Ge el by ; 
my mother's eloquence, that a ſtate of de- 
pendence was the moſt ſervile ſtate on 
earth; and that ſhe who poſſeſſed talents 
of whatſoever kind that could enable her 
to obtain a genteel proviſion for herſelf, 
and failed to exert them, was fo far fro 
a gentlewoman, that ſhe was Only aun 

E 5 indo- 
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indoleat lump of meanneſs and abſurdity. 
A taſte for drawing was found to be her 
particular genius; a maſter's aſſiſtance 
was called in, and by very uncommon 
application on her part, and very judicious 
inſtructions on his, ſhe ſoon became a 
tolerable proficient; and many pieces 
have actually been exhibited of her own 
deſigning and execution in ſeveral of our 
ſocieties. 

But though in the general our office 
was rendered a bleſſing to the community, 
yet it cannot be denied that no people 
- whatever promote the purpoſes of vice 
like fortune-tellers : my maſter was natu- 
rally a benevolent minded man, yet, as I 
in due time diſcovered, he could not avoid 
ſometimes playing the pandar, and aſſiſt- 
ing the buſineſs of deſtruction; for very 
many of our profeſſion, as he himſelf told 
me, and more particularly his predeceſſor, 
were in actual pay with libertines and 
brothel keepers; 3 becauſe they well know 
That when the imagination has received 

| it's 
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its infection, every incident is conſidered 


* 


as corroborations; and that the poor un- 


ſuſpecting wretch, from believing it her 
deſtiny, falls into the ſnare of the ſpoiler, 
though ſhe would otherwiſe have been 


moſt vigilantly upon her guard. Gentle- 


men, as well married as ſingle, have alſo 


their fiends of prey in different parts of 


the town; but my maſter would obſerve 


that ſo long as the folly prevailed of con- 


ſidering the voice of an individual as the 


voice of fate, ſo long would the multitude 


continue to be duped in their property, 
by the artful, the unprincipled, and the 
mercenary; yet for a moment, he would 


cry, let us examine into this ſtrange pro- 
penſity. On moſt occaſions in life we are 


much more inclined to claim than confeſs 
ſuperiority : in this inſtance however dur 
pride and our vanity ſleep—we not only 


meet on equality with the very refuſe of 


the community, but reſt on them as on 


the boſom of Providence; and whilſt we 
5 W the wonders of creation, and feel 


E 6 all: 
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all the dangers to which we are expoſed, 

Inſtead of looking up to the great Author 
of the one, and Guardian of the other; 
we ſolicit an old miſerable man or woman 
to read us the dread page of futurity, and 
truſt to our own good management for 
eſcaping the evils of our deſtiny. The 
more I entered into the nature and became 
acquainted with the merits. of my pro- 
feſſion, the more I was diſlatisfied with it; 
my, maſter would give me many ſenſible 
lectures on the ſcruples and antipathies I 
entertained, and tell me that however fit I 
might be for the next world J made a very 
bad figure in this, where every engage 
ment, and every ſituation had its cer- 
tain portion of chicanery: Was not the 
ſoldier, he would aſk me, allured by the 
fife and drum, and an affectation of ſociality 
on the part of the commander, to chuſe 
the trade of blood and ſlaughter, When the 
wages were ſcanty and the dangers abun- 

dant? Did not the ſons; of the law evi- 
| dentiy exert their abilities 1 in ſaring the 


pro- 
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property of their clients, merely for the 
purpoſe of graſping it themſelves ? The 
phyſician and the apothecary, however 
they might poſſeſs the confidence or good 
opinion of their patient, did they not con- 
trive to promote each others intereſts, and 
though a life was at ſtake, oblige a fick 
wretch ' to ' ſwallow potions, in order to 
intitle themſelves to their ſeveral emolu- 
ments, which they were ſenſible mult 
diſtreſs but could not behefit' him? In 2 
word, he would labour to convince me that 
as no man could live by honeſty, and it 
was abſolutely neceſſary all men ſhould 
obtain a livelihood, it could never be 
culpable to be difhoneſt under certain re- 
ſtrictions more eſpecially in our pro- 
feſſion, for that if the heart was weak 
and preſumptuous enough to fall from its 
divine dependencies, it could not be un- 
lawful to feed a diſtemper, that ſooner 


or later muſt terminate in vice and in- 
famy. | 


I 


* \ . 5 


86 | FORTUNE-TBL LER. 


I was nevertheleſs too far gone in my 
prejudices to be reclaimable, which ob- 
liged. my maſter on many occaſions to 
attend, for fear my conſcientious qualms 
ſhould undo us. My mother too lamented 
the impoſſibility of ſeparating the follies 
from the ſafety of the individual 3 for 
however fair ſhe perſuaded. herſelf it was 
to profit by the one, ſhe could never be 
reconciled to the . — of e. 
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CHAP. VI. 


A 4% of politics, a very Hort, Chap 


Fer. 


S all Pn have their harveſt, 
ſo government took care ours ſhould 
not want its fruitful crop; whenever a 
lottery was therefore advertiſed we did not 
fail to prepare ourſelves for buſineſs, a 
face of expectation was preſented to us by 
all orders of our cuſtomers, and though | 
they found thoſe expectations cheated 
over and over, they had nevertheleſs the | 
folly to confide; and, in deſpite of all 
our fallible predictions, for this was our 
moſt uncertain ground, the infatuation 
was too powerful to be reſiſted; and we 
were undeprived of our opportunities of 
fleecing them of their —— Inge 
PIE IN) r aint} 
RE he 


* 
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The decline of trade is variouſly ac- 
counted for by our news- paper politicians 3 | 
but there is no cauſe that operates more 
banefully than this authorized gambling; 
for while the mind is under the idle illu- 
ſion, no purchaſes are to be made untill 
the ticket comes up, and we feel our 

wants ſurpriſingly ſuſpended by the idea 
of approaching plenitude; and when, in- 
ſtead of a prize, a blank falls to our lot, 
"Ulappoirnment, and future ſchemes of re- 
paration deprive the ſhopkeeper and the 
Handicraft of their emoluments, and thofe 
that bind themſelves 'to be our preſervers 
are our deſtroyers, and though we ſhould 
Toudly exclaim againſt any new ſpecies 
of taxation, we tainely ſubmit ro this, and 
are the ard by: = and ridicule of the 
higher po To the everlaſting ho- 
nour of ie > Hai though frequent miſ- 
takes were committed, many ſucceſsful 
chances were foretold at our office; ſuch 
as that the high prizes would come up in 
. ſhares; and it muſt alſo be confeſſed as 
an 


- VAR * 
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an eternal ſtigma, that notwithſtanding 
my mother and I were dabblers in the 
ſmall way, we never could hit on the 


lucky numbers or ſecure ourſelves from 
loſſes and mortifications. 


Would i it not then be highly ſalutary to 
community in general if government 
would generouſly fave us from temptation? 
A bird in hand is truly worth two in the 
buſh, for in the courſe of my profeſſion 
I diſcovered, that many worthy people, 
in order to throw themſelves in fortune's 
way, parted with the happy certainty 
they poſſeſſed; and by their previous ſelf- 
denials, . ſtroke 
of diſappointment, © _ 3291 


| The, theatres were alſo, — to 
us the delegates of the ſtars ; for & e 
ever a little intereſting rencounter N 
pened, we were inſtantly | conſulted H i 
both parties after the event z not 1 
club in town but ſooner or later ſent 


Delphos to enquire the fate of their he- 
| roes 
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roes from the ſacred oracles; but as it 
was no difficult matter to foreſee that the 
raw unbred *prentice, who could not ſpeak 
a ſingle ſpeech with propriety, or ambi- 
tious ſtripling, who retained the broad 
twang of the foreigner, were little calcu- 
lated to find favour with a polite audience, 
we often ſent them away wonderfully dif- 
_ fatisfied: with our predictions; but when 
their ill ſucceſs convinced them of the 
truth of our art, they conſtantly formed 
a happy reſource for their pride in believ- 
ing that what was the mere conſequence 
of their want of qualifications, was the 
perverſeneſs and cruelty of their ſtars, 
and that it was in vain to ae to coun- 
teract their deſtix. 608 


Servants, apprentices, attornies, clerks, 
and half. pay officers were our conſtant cuſ- 
tomers; not that I would infinuate the 

{lighteſt diſreſpect to this large part of ſo- 
ciety; for men of the beſt families, phi- 
Gophers, and men of literature neither 

| zip diſdained 
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diſdained to viſit us, nor had by any means 
a poor opinion of the ſcience of aſtrology, 
as we contrived, it: and if the reader 
will only take the trouble to look back to 
the deſcription Camilla as a firſt rate vi- 
ſitant received of it, he will not, perhaps, 
wonder, that however they might affect 
to deſpiſe our report, when it happened 
to correſpond with their wiſhes, that they 
ſhould hug the dear deceit, and congra- 
tulate themſelves on their wiſdom in pre- 
ſerving appearances. | 


It cannot be concealed, and yet the ac- 
knowledgment is painful to me, 'that the 
ſucceſs of any particular perſon in the ſe- 
veral neighbourhoods of this metropolis, 
though the reſult of merit and induſtry, 
was ſure to procure us many cuſtomers; 
and ſuch is the horrid nature of envy, that 
we never gave greater ſatisfaction than 
when we foretold calamities to thoſe ob- 
jects of competition, of ſpleen, and illi- 


beral wrath. But where he mind 1s right 
the 


oo. 
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the conduct cannot be wrong. Convinced 
of the wiſdom of Providence, we pa- 
tiently abide the preſent, and with reſig- 
nation await the future.—Convinced of 
the wonderful order of the univerſe both 
as to natural and moral operations, we 
look up to heaven alone for inſtruction, 
or reſt on the great teacher Death, and 
God adore.—Where the mind is right we 
can generouſly rejoice in the proſperity of 
others, and conſcious of our own unwor- 
thineſs, inſtead of murmuring at obtaining 
ſo little, praiſe and bleſs the divine bounty 
for what has been beſtowed; in fine, it is 
to our education, -our connexion, and our 
vanity, that we are indebted for our illi- 
berality, our abſurdities, our ſuperſtitions, 
and our preſumptions, and if they were 
once duly corrected and duly attended to, 
our propenſities to wrong would be ſo far 
ſubdued that fortune: tellers muſt either 
ſtarve or ſeek ſome other profeſſion. I 
may perhaps be charged with a ſtrange 


departure from character on this occaſion, 
= 1 but: 


He 


wer 


0 ww,” 6 


we 
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but as my deceptions were ſo many vio- 
lences on, rather than violations of my ve- 
racity, I think. I may be allowed to ſpeak. 
occaſional. truths, and it is in proportion 
as I recolle& inſtances of my own fineſſe 
I recolle& the cruel artifices of men leſs 
nice than myſelf, and I am incited to la- 
bour the. point in order to make ſome 
ſmall atonement. To return, however, 
to buſineſs: I was one afternoon paring 
my nails with all the nonchalance of other 
oreat men, when who ſhould be ſhewn 
into my cloſet but Mrs. Bridger, my fa- 
ther's chambermaid ! 


TI am come, Sir, ſaid ſhe, to tell you, 
that the greater part of what you told me 
is already fulfilled. My maſter has pro- 
miſed me marriage, and my miſtreſs is or- 
dered to Bath by the doctors, who ſay ſhe 
cannot hold it long, and I verily believe if 
he had not gone down. with her, that I 
ſhould have been able to bring him here, 
though indeed to tell you the truth, he 

| 5 has 
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has ſo great a diſlike to you gentlemen, 
that he ſays you ought to be made an ex- 
ample of; but pray, tell me again and 
again, will he really and truly make me 
his wife? After many hums and haws, for 
the queſtion was very cloſely put, and I 
was rather unhinged by the previous part 
of her harangue, I replied, why you muſt 
remember whoſe face you ſaw in the glaſs, 
and that glaſs never yet told a falſehood; 
that's clever, that's as I ſaid it was, cry'd 
ſhe, in a kind of extaſy; but my maſter 
ſays that you are all cheats, and that when 
there is any meaning in what you ſay, 
you pick out of people's families, which 
is a worſe theft than picking pockets, and 
that had you ſaid a little about him 
beſides the fooliſh nonſenſe you did, he 
would have had you before a ba 
and ſent you to Bridewell. 


I ſhuddered at my own and my mo- 
ther $3 eſcape, for I knew my father's diſ- 
poſition to be too daring and too unrelent- 

ing 
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ing not to be capable of any thing, and 
therefore reſolved to keep clear of his 
hiſtory ſo long as I continued my charac- 

ter of conjurer. ' Whilſt J was loſt in the 
thought ſhe ran on, I did ask him if you 
would let him come when it is dark, 
whether by way of frolic or fun, he would 
not wait upon you, and he did not ſay he 
would not, but laughed and ſmiled, and. 
ſo T think he's half inclined to oblige 
me. My mother approved my reſolution 
of guarding againſt my father's wiles, and 

obſerved to me that he was too hackneyed 
a villain, for even the actual voice of fate, 
much leſs of the thing he was ſure was 
an impoſture, to ſtrike him with awe and 
bring him to F 
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vid CHAP. VIII. 


The Fortune-Teller in 4 no leſs bine 

than critical fituation. An inſtance. or 
two of antiquated friendſhip, with ſome 
far-fetched ideas of gratitude, Pens 
* &c. 4 


1 U 8 narrowly cſcaped pr the 
ſnare I had been preparing for my- 
ſelf, and having determined to truſt my 
father's reformation as well as his chaſtiſe- 
ment wholly to Providence, I turned 
my mind to other matters: and I myſt 
beg leave to obſerye, that had not my af- 
fections been as fixed as fate, for in the 
lovely Camilla was centered all that is va- 
luable or amiable in the ſex, I ſnould now 
have found myſelf in much danger from 
a fair viſitant who came to conſult the 
ſtars in an affair, the deciſion of which 
depended ſolely on her voice. 


It 
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It was true indeed that an unreaſonable 
father had appointed by his laft-will and 
teſtament, that unleſs ſhe married with the 
conſent of his truſtees, ſhe ſhould forfeit 
five thouſand pounds; but what foul 
could be ſo little as to bring that ſum in 
competition with happineſs ? This young 
lady, however, had more of the pruden- 
tial in her compoſition than is generally to 
be found with the lively part of the fe- 
male world, and though ſhe was. reſolved 
never to ſacrifice her peace ſhe wiſhed 
much to preſerve her fortune likewiſe. 


To put her in a proper method was a 
puzzling point, and yet for a conjurer to 
confeſs himſelf poſed was at once to con- 
feſs himſelf both fool and knave: I there- 
fore aſked time to conſider the caſe, and 
was to the full as far to ſeek on its expira- 
tion as at its commencement, and in ſhort 
muſt have made not only a diſhonourable 
but a very contemptible retreat, if my ne- 
ver- failing friend, my maſter, had not 

Vor. II. F helped 
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helped me out at a dead lift. The num- 
ber of guardians or truſtees to this young 

' Jady's fortune were three, two of which 

my maſter conceived it poſſible to buy, the 

other, he ſaid, muſt be bullied out of his 

- conſent, which, he added, would be no 

difficult matter if the lady had only a ten- 
der, and at the ſame time ſpirited lover 
to act in her behalf. I told him how much | 
*:] was obliged to him for ſuggeſting fo | 
plauſible a ſcheme, when I myſelf was 
actually at a dead ſet, adding, that I did f 
not doubt but my fair client would avail [ 
Herſelf of this ingenuity. Frank, ſaid my F 
. maſter, looking, ſomewhat archly upon 8 
me, ſhall J advance a ſtep or two farther b 
in your ſervice? I know you have merit, 4 
I believe you have prineiple; ſuppoſe u 
therefore yap are thrown by my dexte- 
rous management as. a bleſſing from heaven oh 
in this diſtreſſdd damſel's way, and pointed 
cout to her as by her daſtiny the only cham- ¶ be 
pion that can effect her deliverance., Come, 
come, ſaid he, miſtaking my ſilence for dif- yo 

fidence 
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fidence and modeſty, few fellows make a 
more prepoſſeſſing appearance when you 
chooſe to look the gentleman, and I think 
J adviſe you well when I adviſe you to 
purſue the track your good genius has 
marked out for you. I will not deny, 
Sir, that the lady has too many charms 
for me to have been proof againſt your 
flattering propoſal if my heart was free, 
but you muſt not call me diſingenuous if 
even continue to conceal particulars 
from your knowledge, notwithſtanding 
I have ſo much reaſon to rely upon you; 
the affair is a delicate one, the object of 
my approbation ſo ſituated as for it not to 
be in my power either to learn her ſenti- 
ments of me, or communicate my. wiſhes 
reſpeRing her, and therefore No apolo- 
gies, ſaid my maſter, I have acquired 
no right by the kindneſſes I have ſhewn 
you to rob you of your ſecrets. May you . 
be ſucceſsful, but as I have not the ho- 
nour to know your flame, and find from 
your beſt account of it that from the per- 

Fs verſeneſs 
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verſeneſs of circumſtances your connexion 
s a kind of tender entanglement rather than 
a matrimonial prelude; I cannot but 
think it unlucky that it ſhould ſtand be- 
tween you and ſo very inviting an oppor- 
tunity of ſelf promotion. Though I can 
ſafely declare my heart never for a moment 
debated as to its election, yet on conſi- 
dering the matter I could not wonder that 
my maſter's friendly zeal ſhould excite 
him to inveigh againſt an impediment 
that promiſed merely to be an impediment 
to the improvement of my fortune, and 
the more eſpecially when making my re- 
port to the lady, it was evident that ſhe 
was ſo wholly diſengaged as to leave me 
an equal chance with any other enterpriſ- 
ing young fellow for bearing the prize. 
She, however, after ſome little time re- 
collected a relation in the navy, who had 
once profeſſed much kindneſs for her; to 
him ſhe determined to communicate ber 
neceſſities, and though no union might 
ever take "moe between him and her, get 
him 
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him to releaſe her from the tyranny of 
three men, who were evermore torment- 
ing her with matrimonial propoſals in fa- 
vour of one or other of their friends. This 
ſcheme ſhe ſoon carried into execution, 
and handſomely rewarded all thoſe who 
had perſuaded her to the meaſure; but 
as for her relation, he had idly thrown 
away his heart before he had the re- 
moteſt idea that his fair couſin was attain- 
able, and was ſo ab/urd as to wave his in- 
tereſt to preſerve his vows inviolate; the 
lady too, contrary to the cuſtom of moſt 


fine ladies, honoured him not a little for 


his ingenuouſneſs and integrity, and made 
the aukward couple a preſent that contri- 
buted in a large degree rowards their con- 
jugal convenience and felicity. 


That honeſty was the beſt policy, was 
an adage hourly verified in our practice, 
for we never accompliſhed a generous or 
juſtifiable work, but our cuſtomers were 
ſure to I Pour in thick and threefold upon 

FF us. 
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us, as if to encourage us to purſue the 
praiſe-worthy track, Two young gentle- 
men, belonging to this ſame family, em- 
ployed us in their preſervation, as they 
called it, becauſe they were ſeverally in- 
tended by their fathers for profeſſions they 
deteſted. My maſter caſt their nativity 
with all that affectation of meaning and 
piety which never failed to captivate the 
moſt enlarged underſtanding; and hav- 
ing by the aſſiſtance of his young cuſtom- 
ers pointed out ſome memorable circum- 
ſtances, was implicitly credited when he 
affirmed that the one would fall before 
the enemy's baſtion in his firſt campaign 
if made a ſoldier, and that the other 
would die an inferior clergyman if de. 
voted to the church; conſequently as the 
ambition of theſe arbitrary ſires was to 
| behold their hopeful heirs graſping a trun- 
cheon or dignified with lawn ſleeves, on 
this certainty of diſappointment they ea- 

gerly turned their thoughts to different 


walks of life, and thereby compleated the 
double 
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double deſign of the Conjuror and his fol- 


lowers. 


It is impoſſible to conceive the power of ; 
an induſtrious individual who thus ob- 
tains a maſter key to the ſecrets of every 


family he hears of, and has his mind con- | 


tinually bent upon the ways and means of 


deceiving. It is reported, but I do not 
ſay with what foundation, that even the 


ear of royalty itſelf has been tickled or 


wounded as the Conjuror- was gracious or 


moroſe; but be that as it-may, if I was 
diſpoſed to divulge a variety of tales that 


have reached my knowledge, or facts that 

I have been an eye witneſs to, I am ſa- 
tisfied I ſhould throw one half of the na- 
tion into convulſions of laughter, and 


plunge the other half in nd and tears. 


I, however am, equally diſinclined to ſuch 


ungenerous conduct; the weakneſs and 


the abſurdity of my cotemporaries were 
confidentially exhibited, and I ſhall not 


— myſelf a villain of the deepeſt dye 
Fs to 
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to gratify the curioſity, or the malevolence 
of any ſet of people whatſoever. My 
whole motive indeed for mentioning what 
I have done is to exculpate the ignorant, 
and level the proud; for abject as the firſt 
may be deemed, or preſuming as we may 
find the laſt, there 1s in reality no kind of 
difference between man and man but 
what education which teaches us to conceal 
our foibles and imperfections, and riches 
that place us in a more favourable point 


of view, conſtitute, But to return to my 
', PR :; | 


UG). 

My maſter, who hourly Vb him- 
ſelf under infinite obligations to me and 
my mother for our unremitting ſervices, 
had the goodneſs to profeſs himſelf an- 
xious to reward us by making my circum- 
ſtances eaſy. Be aſſured Frank, ſaid he 
to me one morning, what I am now go- 
ing to ſay to you reſults from the affection 
of friendſhip, not an inquiſitiveneſs of 
: diſpoſition, You have gone fo far as to 

own 
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own that you love, 'and I have reaſon to 
hope you are beloved by an amiable young 
woman, and yet that there are inſur- 
mountable bars to your union; if any thing 
within my power can advance your repu- 
tation or promote your happineſs, believe 
me you canngt more eſſentially pleaſe me 
than by giving me the clue; I have no 
family claims upon me, and it is very 
probable that if you ſurvive me you will 
find I did not eſteem you a little, but I 
have no idea of your waiting for an event 
that muſt exclude me from the poſſibility 
of either beholding or participating your 
felicity, if I can be in any degree inſtru- 
mental to what I ſo ardently wiſh as your 

eltabliſhment. 


There was ſomething ſo unlike a con- 
juror, and fo like a warm and difintereſted 
friend in this overture, that it affected 
me unſpeakably.. I had never experienced 
paternal kindneſs, but by the deficience 
had accuſtomed myſelf to eſtimate it at the 

"0 higheſt 
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higheſt price; it was therefore only na- 
tural for me to feel almoſt filial gratitude 
- for what equalled the moſt tender parental 
conſideration ; my mother's eyes too bore 
faithful teſtimony to her heart, and the 
ſcene for a few moments was indeſcribably 
pathetic. I then aſſured this indulgent, 
this noble- minded maſter, I would take 
an opportunity of convincing him that I 
could not avail myſelf of his friendſhip 
in the manner he propoſed; and, as a 
proof, nothing but the critical concatena- 
tion of circumſtances could induce me to 
Practice the double ſelf-denial, accepting 
his kind offers, and endeavouring to re- 
commend myſelf to my beloved girl, ſo 
nothing ſhould prompt me during the 
courſe of my future exiſtence to take a 
fingle meaſure but with his knowledge and 
ſanction, for that ſince he had ſhewn him- 
ſelf deſirous of going ſuch very uncom- 
mon lengths in my favour, he ſhould find 
me keep pace with him at leaſt in grati- 
tude. As my mother never let a good 
* moral 
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moral paſs unenforced on my ſenſibility; 
ſhe now dwelt largely upon the ſingular 
bleſſings I had received; you ſee, my 
child, ſaid ſhe, mine was not the voice 
of dotage or of ſuperſtition , I ever told 
| you, that though we were unable to com- 
mand ſucceſs, it was our duty to deſerve 
it, and that to merit the care and the 
bounty of Providence was one of the firſt 
and ſureſt ſteps towards enjoying both the 
one and the other. I from my own ex- 
perience cannot wonder, continued ſhe, 
that weak minds ſhould be fubject to en- 
thuſiaſm ;- all events are hidden from our 
fight, and yet that you will in the end rife 
fuperior to your mortifications, be united - 
to your Camilla, and become an honour 
to your mother, are particulars that! 
feel myſelf ſo firmly perſuaded of, as al- 
| moſt to amount to the preſumption of a 
| prophecy; but when «he characters of 

' mercy are fo legible, can it offend a bene- 
ficent Deity, that the humbleſt optics ſhould 
FS. | dare 
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dare to read them, or mention them with 


pious os | ? 


CHAP. IX. 


Some n in the domeſtic way. A fire 
fide ſcene. A proof of female penetration, 
together with other feminine matters. 


AMILLA now called upon my mo- 
ther and informed her that Corde- 


la was married, and was afraid it would 


not be in her power to ſee her for ſome 
time without her father and mother's diſ- 
covering her connexion with my family, 


a circumſtance which of all others ſhe 
knew would be diſpleaſing to them. | 


Mr. Moleſworth, Camilla ſaid, feeling 
himſelf on his wedding-day particularly 
happy, and particularly independent, talked 


more than was his ufual cuſtom, and 
amongſt other ſubjects by way of enter- 
taining the company, told them the ſtory 


of 
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of bis viſiting a certain F ortune-teller, - of 

his ſeeing Cordelia's face in a glaſs, 1 
his future wife, and ſhe did ſuppoſe had 
not a little enhanced the Fortune-teller's 
reputation; nay added ſhe, with a ſome- 
what of peculiar conſciouſneſs in her coun- 
tenance, I fear even my aunt was too 
much ſtruck by the report not to make 
him an early viſit, concluding with asking 
my mother's opinion of ſuch people and 
their predictions. | 


My mother fi miled, and told her that 
ſhe had her private ſentiments on the ſub- 
jet, and would communicate them at 
ſome convenient period, and make a few 
diſcoveries reſpecting their proceedings 
that would aſtoniſh her. Camilla affected 
to be much better ſatisfied with this delay 
than was in reality the caſe, but apprehen- 
five of forfeiting my mother's good opi- 
nion, though ſhe: ſecretly determined ne- 
ver to become her daughter in-law with- 


out a n confeſſion of all her faults, 
ſhe 


= 
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— 


ſhe did not chooſe to preſs her on the oc- 


cCaſion. 


My mother nk ſince ity was likely 
my miſtreſs would attend me, that it 
might be uſeful to give me an intimation 


of my Camilla's danger. Theſe wiſe and 


-natured relations, ſaid ſhe, when we 


were alone, not content with making 


Camilla miſerable in her preſent condition, 
have provided a huſband for her, that would 


make her miſerable to the end of her ex- 
iſtence; but you, Frank, ought rather 


to be pleaſed than offended with the cir- 


cumſtances. Camilla's heart is free, and 
it will be very extraordinary if you a Con- 


juror, and I not above two removes from 


a witch, cannot defeat the deſigns of an 


| Ignorant and a malicious woman, 


Day after day was paſſed over by me in 


unuſual perturbations; every time my 


door opened, I hoped, yet dreaded to be- 


hold Mrs. Berkley. The moment at length 


arrived, 


— 


rox TUNETELLEX tit | 


arrived, and was big with  ntireſang 
events. | 


_ Having caſt her nativity, and examined 
into the boſom of futurity, I. told her 
that ſhe had had a wedding lately in her 
family, and there was another at that in- 
ſtant in contemplation. But, continued 
I, though the firſt promiſes all the felicity 
you can wiſh, the ſecond teems with mi- 


ſery. 


She ſmiled; you do not credit my re- 
port, ſaid I; indeed your art, Sir, for 
once, has failed you; I was never better 
ſatisfied, or was inclined to have more 
faith on any occaſion; the miſery you talk 
of can affect only one individual who de- 
ſerves to be miſerable, and it is therefore 

that I ſhall have pleaſure in beholding 
it. But madam, cryed I, you don't 
ſeem to be aware, that the perſon al- 
luded to is your relation, conſequently 
that: her e and diſgrace O 
| will 


LS 
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will ſhe then, ſaid the malevolent wretch, 
at laſt deſcend from her high flights, and, 
inſtead of the romantic adyocate of vir- 
tue, prove herſelf a daughter of frailty ?— 
Better and better—ſhe ſhall indeed have 
ſet herſelf up for an example, and endea- 
voured to fink my children in the opi- 
nion of the world ! but ſhe ſhall be mar- 
ried and puniſhed, that's my comfort and 
final determination. 


| Mercy and pity, madam, are Ilady-like 
virtues. A fig for your virtues, ſaid ſhe, 
give me a little plain ſenſe and a ſpirit of 
revenge; ſo ſaying, ſhe roſe up and quitted 
my cloſet abruptly. I was almoſt frantic, 
and if my cuſtomers had been werthy to 
have ſeen the anguiſh I endured, they 
would have entertained a wonderful high 
opinion of my preſcience who could not 
foreſee the effect what I abſurdly offered 
would produce on the mind of a haugh-. 
ty and unfeeling woman. Mrs, Berkley 
it — had a * with her, but as 


4 they 
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they were limited in point of time, they 
hurried away and left me in a ftate of 
mortification, much eaſier to be conceived 
than deſcribed. 


It was, however, the felicity of my 
profeſſion to allow few moments for re- 
flection or ſelf-accuſation ; an old fellow 
born down by age and infirmities was 
brought in to me, and, telling me he was 
going to be married, begged to know whe- 
ther he might hope for an heir to his 
eſtate, | 


I was in no humour for encouraging ma- 
trimonial connexions, and as I could form 
no very extraordinary opinion of the lady's 
principles or underſtanding that could con- 
ſent to unite herſelf to ſuch a walking 
hoſpital, I did not heſitate to reply 
yes—but a ſpurious one.—The young 
damſel of your affections, believe me, is 
no Diana, and ſhould you once put your- 
ſelf and fortune in her power will make 
"ou wy ſmart for your egregious folly, 
Why 
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* Wh heyday, ſaid he, how dare you 
ſpeak ill of the innocent? The lady [ 
mean has ſeen little of the world, has ne- 
ver heard of its vices, and has the beſt 
diſpoſition, and the beſt character of any 
one 1 ever met with; you muſt therefore; 
old gentleman, be ſadly out in your cal- 
culation. 


Admitting what you ſay to be true, re- 
plyed I, and that the ſtars might be at pre- 
ſent put to abſolute defiance with reſpect 
to your ſpotleſs favourite, yet let us try 
the merits of the cauſe for one poor in- 
ſtant at the bar of common ſenſe: ; Advan- 
ced as you are in years, and infirm as it 
is apparent you are in conſtitution, can 
you conceive it either probable or natu- 
ral that youth and beauty can love you? 
If then love has nothing to do with your 
union, and your wife has experienced 
how inſufficient riches are in making us 
happy, wouid it be ſtrange if ſhe was to 


ſigh for liberty, or could we think it won- 
8 derful, 
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derful, if agreeable things from an agree- 
able young fellow ſhould have charms 
for her? We will ſtill go further, and ſup- 
poſe her heart upright, and her vanity be- 
yond the reach of flattery ; yet can you 
be ſure that your own faith would re- 
main unſhaken, that. you could be hap- 
py in her abſence, or permit her to enjoy a 
thouſand amuſements ſuitable to her time 
of life, without trembling ? Or, could 
you approve her former friendſhips with 
even her own ſex, leſt ſhe ſhould be 
taught to deſpiſe the miſerable hunks who 
was an eternal ſpy and reſtraint. on her 
actions? If you could, you muſt be more 
than human; and if you could not (for 
I had inſenſibly warmed with the ſub- 
ject) can you reſolve for your own gra- 
tification to make an amiable creature 
wretched; and, in proportion as ſhe de- 
ſerves beſt at your hands, leave her a prey 
to tears and unremitting lamentations? for 
unjuſt ſuſpicions are cruel things, and hard 
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to be brooked by e ahd inno- 


CENCE. 


The old man was ailtutticd-—ke hr 
ed—he looked wild he appeared irreſo- 
lute—I came here, ſaid he, with confident 
expectation of being told I was in the actual 
road to happineſs, but if ſhe ſhould not 
love me, or if J ſhould feel the horrors 
you deſcribe, from ſuſpecting that to be 
the caſe, it would deſtroy us both, I 
think —1 think — I will not have her. 


I IT applauded his reſolution, une 
to confirm his doubts, and he went away 
in the very diſpoſition benevolence- itſelf 
could have wiſhed, when ſeeking to avert 
ſome barbarous ſacrifice, The remain- 
ing hours of my confinement paſſed as 
uſual ; numberleſs perſons received what 
they conceived their doom from my Ups, 
and I ardently longed for my releaſe. 
| My beloved mother, ſaid I, throwing | 
myſelf into a chair, this trade of mine, 
however I would perſuade myſelf to the 
con- 
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contrary, is a diabolical one; and you ſee 
the wiſdom and the juſtice of heaven in 
making it the inſtrument of puniſhment. 

You owe your preſent mortification, re- 
plied ſhe, alone to your own folly ; you, 
who are in general for ſuſpecting human 
nature without a cauſe, have now been 
complimenting it with a reaſon, by ſup- 


poſing that a woman of Mrs. Berkley's | P 
turn of mind could be incited to fave 


Camilla from ſuffering; you have your- 
ſelf told me ſhe was always her enemy, 
that ſhe beheld her growing excellencies 
with ſpleen and diſſatisfaction, from fan- 
cying ſhe eclipſed the excellencies of her 
children; and yet, inſtead of telling her 
Camilla would be one of the happieſt of 
wives, if ſhe married the man ſhe deſigned 
for her, you make her exactly the de- 
fired report, and are then in agonies at 
your ill ſucceſs ; Camilla will, however. 
be here this afternoon, and if you will 
compoſe your mind, and clear up your 
features, I will endeavour not only to re- 


trieve 


113 FORTUNE-TELLER. 


trieve this faux- pas, but make advantage 
of it, by ſounding whether ſhe can be pre- 
vailed n to 1 yu * ber deli- 


verer. 


My dear, my generous mother! cried 
I, quite tranſported; that would be, in- 
deed, to bring good out of evil. Do you 
but undertake, and I ſhall not doubt of 
your accompliſhing ; ſhe aſſured me no- 
thing ſhould be wanting on her part, and 
as quick tranſactions were frequent things 
with my imagination, I ſcemed inſtantly | 
to tread in air, and look from an eminence 
on all my fellow creatures. 


Camilla came at the expected time, and 
having prevailed on my maſter to officiate 
for me, I fat in an adjacent apartment in 
breathleſs expectation of my IR 
felicity. 


My mother began with telling her Ss a 
young couple who had that morning taken 
a French leave of their friends, and were 


e to Scotland to be marred 3 bur ſaid 


1 ' ſhe, 
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- ſhe, though I ſhudder at the bare idea of 5 


this maſculine courage in your eloping 


damſels, yet there are ſituations which even, 


I think, juſtify a young woman's accept- 
ance of a legal protector, in a man of 
honour, of principle, and of generoſity. 
Camilla ſighed. My dear madam, ſaid 
my ,mother, .you are melancholy, but if 
there is any ſimilitude between your ſitua- 
tion, and what I have mentioned, I ſhould 
be happy to make you a propelal. Your 
relations, you have candidly told me, are 
very , unreaſonable, and becauſe fortune 
has rendered you dependent on them for a 
proviſion, imagine they have a right to 
. enſlave your mind. You cannot, you will 
not, I truſt however, let them have ſuch a 
triumph over you. | 
Not in the married Rate,. replied ſhe, 
though I confeſs their power at this junc- 
ture : but, my dear madam, what can agirl, 
ſituated as I am, do with herſelf ? Three 
hundred pounds, my whole pittance, is lodg- 
ed in 1 my uncle 8 hands, and ſo unhappily 


lodged, 
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lodged, that I am really at a loſs how to 

prove my claim to it. I am unfit for 
ſervile employments, perhaps from incli- 
nation, but I can never bring it to the teſt, 


as I have had it roughly hinted to me, that 
if I was capable of withdrawing from my 


uncle's protection, that however irreproach- 


ably or advantageouſly ſituated, reports 
ſhould be circulated—that I bluſh bur to 
think of —Of two evils, I am certain 
therefore you would adviſe me to chuſe the 
leaſt, and' rather ſuffer my peace than my 
character to be wounded. Pardon me my 


| ſweet friend, ſaid my mother, if I enter a 


little more particularly into the merits of 


the cauſe. I honour your reſolution, and 


applaud your election; but, as I am con- 
vinced you do not poſſeſs an aſpiring mind, 
but could be ſatisfied with a competency 
and happineſs, Iam half tempted to intimate 
the wiſhes I have long entertained, that 
my ſon—— She was inconceivably diſ- 
treſs'd—You are, my good madam, faid 


he, touching a tender ſtring ; perhaps I 


AHA peed —- — «a .J4& 
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am in no degree inſenſible to Mr. Franks's 
good qualities, but there are inſuperable 
objections. 


Will you, as a proof, cried my a 
eagerly, that I have not offended you, fa- 
vour me with one or two of them ? 


In the firſt place then, ſaid ſhe, I kijow | 
your ſon loves to live genteelly ; if I mar- 
ry without my uncle's conſent, I ſhall not 
bring any man a ſingle ſhilling. ' You have 
been ſo ingenuous to tell me you owe your © 
whole ſubſiſtence to his induſtry, and ſuch . 
a mind ought not to be too heavily taxed. 


And will you, in return for all his ten- 
derneſs to me, make me the impediment ? 
No madam, ſurely no ! I have befides— 
Beſides ! what madam have you beſides to 
offer againſt him? If you will enquire, 1 
could not be reconciled to myſelf if I was 
capable of marrying a man that the world 
would ſay I courted ; not a vifit I have 
made you, but would be placed to his 

Vo, II. (3 ga ccount, 
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account, and the finger of ridicule and 
ſcorn would be pointed at me, however in- 

nocent: excuſe me, I can hear no more on 
the ſubject; the man I can conſent to pals 
my life with, muſt not only love and pity 
me, he muſt approve and honour me; 
for as his good<epinion of me would be 

the grand eſſential in my, happineſs, I muſt 
not have a ſhade on my delicacy, or leave 

my * propriety open to the remoteſt im- 

peachment; this is my fixed determina- 
tion, and I will even go ſo far as to de- 
<lare that I would prefer. ill treatment and 
contempt from the man ] diſliked, to the 
doubtful approbation of the man of my 

affections. | 


My mother finding her fo firm, end 
not attempt to puſh the matter farther, 
but told me that I ought to think myſelf 
uncommonly fortunate, that a girl of ſuch 
proper, ſuch exalted ſentiments, enter- 
tained a ſecret partiality for me; and that 
ſhe had a partiality for me, ſhe + was too 
. to. deny. 5 ny M V7 


* 
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My reaſon was. indeed well fat sfied, but 
my "oy complained loudly of the rigid 
tenets by which ſhe governed herlelf; I, 
however, too well knew the unconquer- 
able romance of her compoſition to flatter 
myſelf that it was to be ſubdued by ar- 


guments: I was therefore adviſed by that 


cool headed philoſopher, my mother, to 


reſt my dependance once more on time, 


that flow, but ſure mitigator of every hu- 
man grievance. 


But as tempeſts and calms are the al- 


ternate fate of mankind, ſo this violent 


agitation was ſucceeded bv the moſt heart- 


felt tranquillity z for beyond my utmoſt pe- 
netration, my moſt ſanguine hopes, I my- 
ſelf proved the ſaviour of my Camilla. 
The old fellow who had paid me a viſit 
was her lover, though the fortune“ teller 
was wholly i ignorant of the circumſtance, 
and as in a ſolicited interview, the next 


week, Camilla told him how impoſſible it . 


was for her to be well affected towards their 


2 > ur ion, 
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union, he abruptly broke off the match, and 
his acquaintance with the Berkleys, nor 
would condeſcend to aflign any reaſon for 
his conduct. Camilla flew. with the glad 
tidings to my mother, nor was 1 long a 
ſtranger to her happy releaſe. 


The old gentleman on reflection, how- 
ever, perſuaded himſelf he had uſed his 
friends very ill, and that they were intitled 
to a compenſation; he accordingly made 

his will ſolely in their favour, but his 
pride was too much piqued by their niece's 
refuſal of him, to admit her amongſt the 
number of the legatees, and he died „ 
ſort time afterwards. 


This circumſtance produced an unex- 
pected effect on Mrs. Berkley's heart, viz. 
reconciling her to the conjurer, for thus ſne 
interpreted his oracles; that had Camilla 
married, all the fortune, now thrown into 
the Berkley family, would have been hers, 
and as the old gentleman lived ſo little a 

Wa that ſne ſhould have had the keen 
| mor- 


3 
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mortification of beholding her a young, 
rich, and handſome ' widow. well then 
might I tell her of a miſerable union. 


-CHAF 36 
Prudery reverſed. No foo! like an old: fool. 
A touch on fairy ground, from whence 
the reader, if he is wiſe, will hat E 
his eſcape. 


HES E events turning out tor fa- 


vourably, and my maſter's declar- 
ing an averſion for buſineſs ; on a review 
of my finances, for I was now worth near 
a thouſand pounds, I reſolved, with his 
good leave, to take in a labouring oar, 
and become myſelf, RY * * 
gentleman. | f 


Aman of middle age, and tolerable ta- 
lents, we found, on enquiry, occupied a 
garret not many lanes diſtant from our 
office; him I applied to, but after the ar- 
ticles were ſigned, I ſhuddered for the 

„ 3 | con- 
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conſequence of what I had done. On con- 


verſing with him I diſcovered that the lit- 
tle reputation he poſſeſſed, was derived 
from an unjuſtifiable ſource, ſuch for 


example, as ſpeaking ſhocking things, 


toretelling deaths at ſtated periods, and 
terrify ing his cuſtomers out of their lives. 
One woman in particular, who had the 


mis fortune, as well as the weakneſs to con- 


ſult him, was told ſhe ſhould die of the 
ſmall-pox; his prophecy was fulfilled, 
for ſuch was her dejection of ſpirits, that 


though ſhe had a very favourable ſort, ſhe 


could neither eat nor ſleep; and died a 
miſerable ſpectacle, which the phyſical | 
people, from not knowing the cauſe, call- 
ed a galloping conſumption . A ſecond had 
a fever beſtowed upon her at a particular 
period, a ſlight cold was therefore con- 
verted, by her tainted imagination, into 
the predicted diſeaſe, and ſhe expired at 
the end of three weeks, a martyr to her 
own fears and ſuperſtition. A third, who, 


on the preſumption of a melancholy aſ- 
| pect, 
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pct, was told ſhe laboured under inſur- 
mountable difficulties, went home and 
hanged herſelf. A fourth, : who was over 
head and ears in love, on being aſſured 
ſhe ſhould never marry the object, threw 
herſelf into Roſamond's pond, in St. 
James's park, in order to drown herſelf, 
but though taken out alive, loſt her rea- 
ſon, and died in Bedlam. A young fellow, 
who had diſobliged his father, was driven 
by his predictions to ſhoot himſelf. But 
not to dwell on ſo diſmal a ſubject, ſuch 
was the abhorrence I conceived for this 
murderer of his ſpecies, that nothing bur 
the predicament I was under of practiſing = 
on the public, could have prevented my 

giving him up to public juſtice; on re- 
collection, however, I thought it my duty 
to retain him, to prevent further perpetra- 
tion of guilt, and, if poſſible, Deng 6 him 
to repentance for the paſt. 


Need I, after mentioning theſe an 
* obſerve, that inſtead of being relieved - 
+7. * n by . 


— 
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by my partnerſhip, I became an abſolute 
priſoner ; for if I ventured to let him re- 
ceive cuſtomers, for fear of bad conſe- 
quences I durſt never ſtir from behind the 
wainſcot, and I learnt ſuch things from 
him, as, if they could be ſafely told, would 
be more than ſufficient to bring every im- 
pious pretender into diſreputation with | 
the whole community. 


Had we, nevertheleſs, either the pa- 
tience or the wiſdom to ſtop and examine 
events, we ſhould find that every thing 

worked together for good; that every diſ- 
appointment led the way to its attend- 
ant bleſſing, and every bleſſing in mercy 
was ſucceeded by diſappointment, and the 
-reaſon is obvious : is proſperity, for in- 
ſtance, our wiſh ? we no ſooner make an 
advance, however unhoped for, than we 
look forward to ſomething ſtill more flat- 
tering, nor gain a point, but proves an 
Incentive to larger views, and higher un- 


. dertakings. 
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_ Happineſs is the game we fancy we are 
purſuing, but, by our mode of purſuit, we 
defeat our purpoſes. Happineſs, to be 
hearr-felt, muſt be permanent; nor is 
there a jot more meaning in our panting 
after allurements that loſe their value the 
moment we can graſp them, than in thoſe 
variety of toys that- now offend and now 
delight the imagination of infancy. All 
enjoyment. reſults from contrarieties. He 
that has been miſerable, can beſt taſte ſa- 
tisfaction, and vice verſa. But to come to 
a proof: in one word, had the man choſen 
for my aſſiſtant turned out what 1 expect. 
ed, I ſhould have been rambling, in all 
probability, when important matters re- 
quired my preſence. 


Camilla was ordered into the country, 
and could only ſnatch five minutes to bid 
my mother adieu. What a brave Con- 
Juror ! to know nothing of this misfortune 


untill communicated in | the common mode 


of information. Three months elapſed, 
„ and. 
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and no more was heard of her, for Cor- 
delia was fo fearful of incurring her fa- 
ther's diſpleaſure, by betraying her attach- 
ment to the mother of his diſcarded clerk, 
that whilſt ſhe remained at his houſe, ſhe 
never ſo much. as wrote to us, and it was 
her advice that Camilla ſhould follow her 
example, as fuperſcriptions are apt to tell 
tales, and excite curioſity with reſpect to 
the contents of a letter. Mrs. Berkley, 
however, now thought fit to relieve my 
anxiety by making me a viſit. 


We meet, Sir, ſaid ſhe, at leaſt ſpeaking 
for myſelf, on better terms than we parted. 
\ Your oracles are not only explained, but 
explained to my utmoſt ſatisfaction; and 
I want now to conſult you about the diſ- 
: poſition of a young woman, in whoſe hap- 
pinefs J am warmly intereſted. 


Imagining this was her favourite Lu- 
. . cinda, whoſe age was nearly the ſame as 
her couſin” s, and ſenſible that her removal 
would contribute not a little to the conve- 
| nience 


' 
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nience of the family, I was profuſe in be- 
ſtowing affluence, honours, and felicity 
on her. Mrs. Berkley fat aghaſt. I was, 
however, ſo ſtupid as to miſtake the cauſe 
of her emotions, and perſiſted in aſſuring 
her that her young friend would be one of 

the happieſt of women. 


She left me without dropping a ſyllable 
that could give me a key to her ſenti- 
ments, and I began to fear I had again 
been wrong. But what was my joy ! my 
unſpeakable ſurprize | when on Camilla's 
return to town, only a few days after- 
wards, I found I had a ſecond time ſaved + 
her from the very abyſs of deſtruction. - _ 

A new lover had been provided for 
her, and ſhe received moſt poſitive direc- - 
tions to prepare for their nuptials. At a 

diſtance from every friend, and hard puſh- 
ed by every enemy, her ſituation was 
truly afflifting. She wept, ſhe knelt, 
ſhe beſought in vain. In proportion as 
ſhe manifeſted an averſion to the match, it 
| 66 w 
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was promoted by her generous, her ten- 
det relations, and ſhe began to fear, that 
no other alternative remained for her, 
than violating all her favourite principles; 
or marrying the man ſhe hated. 


As to the man, ſhe could form no hopes 
of him; his nature was rough, and his 
mind uninformed. he had entered the ar- 
my a private ſoldier, ſeen many battles, 
and ſeized his booty, whether from the 
dead, or dying, no matter which. His 
bravery, as it was called, obtained him 
in due time, a pair of colours, and his 
perſon recommending him to a girl of 
fortune at a country boarding ſchool, he 
ran. away with her, married her, by his 
ill treatment broke her heart, and made 
himſelf maſter of ſeveral thouſands; then 
became a candidate for a new wife. Mr. 
Berkley, by ſome chance, after I left his 
compting-houſe, was appointed this hero's 
agent; and that connexion leading on by 
degrees to a ſocial . my Ca- 
milla 
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milla caught his eye, his heart, and who, 
indeed, could have been proof againſt her 
charms ? but as for the delicacy of con- 
ſulting her inclinations, or the humanity 
of ſparing her feeling ; they were things . 
he had never heard of, nor could ave 
comprehended, and therefore, without far- 
ther preface or introduction, propoſed 
| himſelf to her relations for her huſband. 
In this perplexity, wholly hopeleſs and 
half expiring with apprehenſions, did 
Mrs. Berkley arrive at her country ſeat 
for the purpoſe, as Camilla ſuppoſed, of 
winding up her misfortunes. Mrs. Berk- 
ley had, however, moſt happily altered her 
mind; ſhe could on no account ſpare her 
niece, was ſorry things had been car- 
ried ſo far, and heartily begged the cap- 
tain's pardon. The captain was piqued, 
began to talk, and look very big ; but 
when, as a proof that ſhe did not mean to - 
affront him, ſhe offered him Miſs Lu- 
einda, with a fortune much ſuperior to 
his vaineſt expectations, he thought him- 
| N ſelf 


134 FORT UNE-TELLER. 


ſelf a gainer by the exchange, and their 
nuptials were celebrated a few weeks af- 


terwards, 


Camilla was now more than ever at li- 
berty to favour us with her company. 
- Viſits of ceremony, and viſits of amuſe- 
ment engroſſed the whole attention of her 
relations, whilſt ſhe was forgotten and 


| neglected. | 


A ſenſible and delicate young woman 1s 
a moſt delightful compapion. My mo- 
ther was our guide, philoſopher, and 
friend, gave us numberleſs anecdotes that 
enabled us to form a better judgment of 
life and human nature, and our felicity 


was reciprocal. 


CHAP. 
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C HA N 


The conſequences of bad management. The 
biter bit; with freſh matter of * wonder 
for the reader. 


Y parts, diſſatisfied with the 

little conſequence I made him of, 
expreſſed a deſire to leave me. I warmly 
objected, and he as warmly remonſtrated; 
he however at length informed me, that 
a woman who kept an inn had given him 
ſome encouragement, and that he wiſhed 
to change his condition and renounce his - 
profeſſion in the ſame inſtant, 


I now liſtened with pleafure, for 1 
thought it my duty to prevent his ever 
doing any more miſchief in the character 
of a fortune- teller. Having converſed 
therefore ſometime on the ſubject, and 
heard his reaſons, pro or con, I conſented 
to be ſo far aiding and aſſiſting, that if 
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the lady made me a vilit, he ſhould ex- 
hibit his perſon in the glaſs, This was the 
very thing he had at heart; but that I 
might have nothing to charge myſelf with, 
J made it my buſineſs to inform myſelf, 
that this Dulcinea of his affections had 
neither ſuch tender ſpirits, nor fo tender a 
conſtitution, as to be expoſed to the 
ſmalleſt danger in this union, but had, 
on all occaſions; been remarkable for 
making her own part good, The viſit 
was made, the decrees of the ſtars proved 
by the experiment of the glaſs, and the 
match was ſoon ſolemnized. As Camilla 
ſtill perſiſted in her unaccountable fancy, 
that I ſhould not ſay a tender thing to her 
becauſe ſhe viſited at my houſe, I began 
- to wiſh myſelf releaſed from this diſreputa- 

ble profeſſion, and eſtabliſhed in an em- 
ployment that might * me credit and 
conſequence. 


Now I was for buying a place in the 
Treaſury, for in all court departments, 
3 
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provided there is money no matter how 
great a wretch the man, and then ſet my 
heart on a ſinecure in the cuſtoms; but a 
place was only a perſonal proviſion, and I 
could notreconcile mylelf to the idea of liv- 
ing genteelly a few years, perhaps, when in 
all probability I might have a family whole 
_ diſtreſs, from narrow circumſtances, would 
be ſo much the mare aggravated, in propor- 
tion as they had experienced better days. 
Merchandize, therefore, at length appear- 
ed to me, with all its loſſes and caſualties, 
the ſafeſt and moſt eligible track I could 
purſue, and it was ſettled · between me and 
my mother, that I ſhould lay out for an 


opportunity of beginning the world once 


more, and truſt that Providence that had 
ſo amazingly favoured my undertakings. 


Juſt at this particular juncture, I learn- : 


ed from Camilla's information, that Mrs. 
Berkley had continued to draw her huſ- 
band into ſo much expence by viſiting 
places of ſummer reſort, playing at cards, 


dreſs, , 


*% 


1 
; 
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dreſs, &c. that it was ſuppoſed his affairs 
were in a-very perplexed ſtate ; and to add 


to his misfortune, the indolence my very 
uncommon attention to the compting- 


- houſe had contributed to cheriſh, was be- 


come- ſo habitual that . he was unable to 
ſhake it off, and could meet with no clerk 
to ſupply what I had been to him. My 
mother pointed out this as the lucky 


moment. Diſappointment and chagrin, 
ſaid ſhe, may have taught him both pru- 
dence and humility; and who knows, if 


you could throw yourſelf in his way with- 
out leſſening your own importance, at a 


coffee-houſe for example, but he might 


make overtures to you that would enable 


you to confer an obligation on, his family 


and introduce yourſelf into an advantage- 
ous partnerſhip. 


There was very little ceremony necef- 
fary for accommodating my- affairs. When 
the reputation is m_ fixed, it was only 
retrenching the hours of attendance at the 

office, 


e 1 3 AM 
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office, and ſuch was the good nature and 
infatuation of the public, that they would 
not have objected to actual midnight, ra- 
ther than have loſt the ſatisfaction of hear- 
ing their fate, This was a ſtroke of ge- 
neralſhip of my mother's ſuggeiting, for 
as we had known great difficulties, ſhe 
thought we could not proceed with too 
great caution, and that till Mr. Berkley's 
diſappointments were retrieved, and I ſitu- 
ated as I could wiſh, it was beit not to. 
forego the buſineſs which enſured- me to 
comfortable a ſubſiſtence. 


It was not long before I put my deſign 
in execution, placed myſelf in the next 
box to my maſter, and without taking the 
leaſt notice of him, for he was there when 
I entered, affected to amuſe myſelf with 
my coffee and the n news papers. | 


But though I was driven from Mr. 
Berkley's houſe in the extremeſt wrath, 
and though I had been forbid all inter- 


eme with his family, ſo great a change 
had 


- 
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had the change in his circumſtances pro- 
duced in his diſpoſition, that the inſtant 
he perceived me he jumped up, ſhook me 
by the hand, intimated that all animoſity 
was then at an end, invited me to come 
and fee him, and profeſſed much ſatis- 
faction in the rencounter. 


Camilla was a ftranger to my whole 
_ proceeding, for I could not but apprehend 
that her delicacy would have diſapproved 
it, and as Mr. Berkley before we parted 
appointed the next day for my viſit. to his 
family, I took care to be punctual, though 
I had ſome little fears from the ſurpriſe it 
would be to his fair niece to ſee me re- 
ſtored to favour. 


I no ſooner preſented myſelf, than Mr. 
Berkley called out to his wife, My dear, 
faid he, here is Mr. Frank, who has had 
the good nature to call and aſk us how 
we do, won't you ſtep down and ſpeak 
'to him? The ſtrange creature appeared, 
and inſtead of the haughty graces I had 
| in 


int 
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in the latter part of my connexion with 
her encountered, her face was dreſſed in 
ſmiles, and her behaviour all that can 
be imagined of aukward complaiſance. 
And pray, Mr. Frank, how may you be 
ſituated ? I told them that I traded a little 
for myſelf, had been in one or two 
compting houſes fince I left them, and 
had ſome diftant thoughts of engaging 
myſelf a third time, when I could meet 
with an-agreeable opportunity: they ex- 
changed a ſignificant glance, but fearful I 
ſuppoſe of making me of too much con- 
ſequence, went no farther on this occa- 
ſion, but deſired I would dine with them 


the day following. 


I continually watched the door, 3 
yet dreading to ſee Camilla, but notwith- 
ſtanding I ſtaid near two hours, my eyes 
were not bleſſed with a ſingle glance of 


her; I went away ſomewhat in diſconſola- 
tion, 


1 On 
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On reflection however I thought my- 
ſelf much more fortunate than unfor- 
tunate ; for by hearing I had been there, 
ſhe would naturally be prepared for ſeeing 
me, whereas an accidental interview might 
have proved fatal to us both. Perceiving 
ſo clearly the purport of Mr. and Mrs. 
Berkley's conduct towards me, 1 thought 
it neceſſary on my part not to appear too 
obtainable; inſtead therefore of dining 
with them, which was intended I ſuppoſe 
as an honour, I ſent an apology, and only 
produced myſelf when my more important 
avocations would admit. 


Things turned out no leſs to my. ſatisfac- 
tion than my expectation ; propoſals were 
made to me of re-engaging, which I con- 
deſcended to- accept under certain re- 
ſtrictions, ſuch as that᷑ provided I took 
proper care of his buſineſs, I ſhould 
chooſe my own hours for. tranſacting it, 
| and felt myſelf a very happy man. | 


Camilla 


EW 
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Camilla was all -aſtoniſhment when ſhe 
heard I was in the compting houſe, for 
ſo-ſecret had theſe kind relations been in 
their ſchemes, that not an intimation 
reached her, untill I had re-affumed my 
offite of Clerk. þ 


** ena 


The . contraſt. No heroiſm like petticoat 
| heroiſm. 


HE firſt opportunity we had of 
converſing together, ſhe gently re- 
buked me for the neceſſity I had brought 
her under, of acting a dilingenuous part. 
I exerted my utmoſt eloquence for the pur- 
poſe of reconciling her to herſelf, but . it 
would not do, and though ſhe vilited my 
mother as uſual, for whom ſhe profeſſed a 
very ſingular regard, ſhe ſeldom or never fa- 
voured me with her company. I com- 
plained of this ſhyneſs, but as ſhe was ſup- 
ported by my mother in her pecularities, 
- W 
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there was no remedy, and I was obliged to 


ſubmit. I found Mr. Berkley's affairs even 
worſe than they had been repreſented. A 
kind of foreign partnerſhip, in conjunc- 
tion with his wife's ill management, was 
hurrying him on faſt to deſtruction. He 
condeſcended to aſk my advice, and had 
the good ſenſe to follow it: it was therefore 
diſſolved, though at a very great diſad- 


vantage at preſent, and his trade turned 


A 


into quite a new channel, 


1 ventured to offer my little capital, 
provided I was granted a ſuitable portion 
of the buſineſs, but this offer was declined, 


merely I believe from policy, for Mr. 


Berkley knew I had too much ſpirit not 
to claim the character I was intitled to, 
and he was fearful he ſhould not preſerve 
my friendſhip, when I had a right to equal- 
ity, in any degree ſo well as in my original 


capacity; and like the Turk he did not 


chooſe a brother near the throne, 


1 had 
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1 had the mortification day after day 
to hear the poor fortune-teller charged with 
villainy and deception from the unhappi- 
neſs of Mrs. Berkley's darling child: but 
ſuch in fact was the young lady's diſpo- 
ſition, that had ſhe been married to the 
moſt amiable man on earth, ſhe would 
have rendered both him and herſelf 
wretched. 


Finding there was no truth in fortune- 
tellers, and that the world's friendſhip 
reſted wholly on proſperity, poor Mrs. 
Berkley was induced to ſeek comfort and 
conſolation from a ſtill more fallacious 
ſource, viz. drinking, and I beheld with 
unſpeakable affliction Camilla's diſtreſs, 
as well for her aunt's reputation as the 
actual violences ſhe ſuſtained from her, 
when under this temporary frenzy. I had 
a thouſand ſchemes as uſual in my head 
for her deliverance, and was vain enough 
to ſuppoſe that by lifting, her into the dig- 
nity of my wife, 1 ſhould lift her to an 

K eminence 
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eminence where inſolence and neceſſity 
could not reach; but however chimerical 

my imagination in this reſpe&, or what- 
ever lengths I felt myſelf capable of 

running to obtain her hand, I was too well 
acquainted with her notions, not to con- 

-form to them implicitly and let me 
acknowledge, and I believe verily I ſhall 
ſpeak the ſenſe of the whole ſex, that ſhe 
only ſo much the more endeared herſelf to 
my good opinion by her adherence to 
propriety, chanigh actually operating againſt 
my favourite wiſhes. - 


My miſtreſs at thoſe periods when in- 
toxication was predominate would ſend for 
me—Ah! Mr. Frank ſhe would ſay what 
would I give you had never left us! Had 
. you but puſhed for a ſhare in Mr. Berkley's 

- buſineſs ſome years ago, who can tell what 
might have happened ?!—My Lucinda, 
my poor undone Lucinda poſſibly would 
then have been as happy as ſhe is now 
vahappy, and you perhaps at the long run 


become 
2 


x 
x 1 
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become the head of our family; but you 
never liked one another; ;—you was ſo 
fond of reading and ſtuff, Cordelia would 
have ſuited you beſt, 


Madam, ſaid I, in one evil hour you. 
have ſtill a relation unprovided for that. 
What Camilla! exclaimed ſhe ;.I am aſto- 
niſhed at you! Camilla indeed! No, fir— 
my dear madam, I did not mean to offend 
you, nor do ] ſee where is the preſumption ; 
you was condeſcendingly mentioning me in 
conjunction with one of your own daugh- 
ters, ſurely then there could be no pre- 
ſumption—Mr. F rank, Mr. Frank, what a 
novice you muſt be! I am condemning 
your want of pride, not the practice of 
it; but let me aſk you now—would you, 
it I was ſo mad as to conſent, would you 
bring ſo aukward a creature as Camilla 
into importance, to ſhoulder me at my 
own table, and rival me wherever ſhe ap- 
| peared | O *tis impoſſible! I aſſure you 
I rejoice much to ſee. you again in our 
2 8 
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compting-houſe, but ſhe ſhall never have 
the remoteſt pretenſions to being miſtreſs of 
it; and ſo I will tell her, for ſhe muſt have 

put you upon this ! -a confident— 


For God's ſake, madam, ſaid I, forget 
you ever heard ſuch a thing mentioned 
Miſs Berkley you cannot ſurely imagine— 
Indeed bur I can imagine every thing of 
Miſs Berkley, and ſhe ſhall out of this 
houſe, for I will have no upſtarts, no ri- 
vals. | I was as unable to comprehend the 
cauſe of her wrath, as I was unable to ap- 
peaſe it, and the ſweet Camilla received 
not only a ſevere lecture on my account, 
but would abſolutely have been caſt friend- 
leſs and pennyleſs on an unpitying world, 
if J had not happily obſerved that as Mr. 
Berkley could not but confider me as the 
cauſe of confuſion in his family, if things 
were carried to extremities, I would 
certainly withdraw myſelf ; for that an 
innocent jeſt of mine muſt not be attended 
with ſuch ſerious conſequences, This had 

| the 
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— 


the deſired effect. Camilla was ſent up 
to her room with orders never to appear 
but when ſent for, and peace was reſtored 
in due time, to keep the interruption of it 
a ſecret from Mr. Berkley, though he ſoon 
after arrived. Camilla by my imprudence 
was not only abridged of her liberty in 
her aunt's family, but wholly excluded 
from the poſſibility of viſiting my mother. 

I could have beat my head with vexation, 
but it would not have availed me, and I 
at length concluded (which proved to be 
the caſe) that the beſt means of blowing 
the ſtorm over, was to ſeem to bear no, 
remembrance of it, 


Mrs. Berkley ſtill continued her cuſtom 
of making me her companion at periods 
when ſhe ought rather to have ſhunned 
every human eye; but ſo ſtupid a fellow 
did ſhe find me, that until, in the perſon 
of the fortune- teller, ſhe gave me a clew- 
to her conduct, I had not the leaſt concep- 
tion of its meaning. | 


H 3 My 


A 
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My maſter, from the inconveniencies of 
his affairs, had made himſelf ſo unhappy, 


that his health was viſibly affected. Let 


ſo great a change had this propenſity to 
drinking wrought on the mind of his once 
really affectionate wife, that ſhe beheld it 
rather with pleaſure than concern, and 


from conſidering me in the light of a very 


induſtrious and a very ſucceſsful fellow, 


(not to ſay a word of any perſonal ad- 
vantages) marked me down in her own 
mind for her ſecond huſband. In this 


manner, viſiting me one day in my public 


character, did ſhe open the affair to me. 


I am come, ſaid ſhe, the third time for 
the double purpoſe of accuſing, and con- 


ſulting you. My child, who you aſſured 


me ſhould be ſo happy, is beyond meaſure 
wretched, and I want to know whether 1 
ſhall have a ſecond huſband. 


To your firſt part of ſpeech I reply, faid 
I, that it is your daughter's diſpoſition, 
not her circumſtances, that renders her un- 


2 happy. 


— 
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happy. Too cruelly indulged from her in- 
fancy, her wayward humour is now ebe 
come incapable of gratification, and you 
mult confeſs that it is ever the thing ſne 
has not, that is in her opinion the very 
thing neceſſary to pleaſe and ſatisfy her. 
Well, well, ſaid ſhe impatiently, let that 
paſs ; but pray as to myſelf wank Ga 
you give me ? 5 


Lou have, madam, one huſband alrea- 
dy, and can you wiſh the ſtars mould pro: 
vide you another ? 


Lou are rude, Sir, ſaid ſhe, but I will | 
not be trifled with; if you have any ſu- 
pernatural ſkill, I 'need not tell you that 
the huſband you mention is almoſt bro- 
ken hearted, and that the one I would re- 
quire is an agreeable young fellow, who 
ſtands a fair chance of ſucceeding him in 
his buſineſs. Live?” 


It now, for the firſt time, occurred to 
me that I was the man. I therefore 
| H 4 wrapped - 
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wrapped myſelf up for the better con- 
cealment of my mirth and furprize, and 
then aſked her if her favourite's name 
was not Frank? Her eyes ſparkled with 
joy, as ſhe. anſwered me in the affirmative, 
and ſhe added, can you not t ſhew him me 
in the glaſs ? | 


This was a very ill timed requeſt to a 
conjuror in my ſituation; I therefore 
was obliged to ſhift the point, and reply, 
that I could ſhew her any particular per- 


ſon ſhe wiſhed for, whether father, mo- 


ther, ſiſter, brother, or friend, but then 
I could ſhew them merely as at her de- 
fire, but if ſhe would favour me with an- 
other viſit, I would calculate her na- 
tivity, and then, from proceeding in a 
quite different manner, enable myſelf to 
 thew her her future huſband. This ſhal- 
low device took, and I gained time for 
contrivance and recollection. It was more- 
over agreed, that her next viſit ſhould be 
a caſual one, in order to give the ſtars 

Wes. - 
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fair play. It was my mother's opinion 
that as this ſtrange woman had got Ca- 
milla and me in her head, ſhe deſerved to 
be deceived as well for her own puniffi- 
ment, as to preſerve the peace of her fa- 
mily ; for that if I did not preſent my- 
ſelf in the glaſs for her ſecond huſband, . 

ſhe would infallibly revert to her ſuſpici- 

ons, that J was deſtined for Camilla, 15 
treat her with tue moſt undue cruelty. 


I entreated my worthy OY to 
favour me with his company a week or 
ſo on buſineſs of conſequence; and that 
Mrs. Berkley might not take us in an 
unguarded moment, he offered to give his 
attendance until her viſit was over. Thus 
we ſeemed to put it out of probability, 
that this great manceuvre ſhould fail of 
its deſired ſucceſs. 


Mrs. Berkley's curioſity brought her 
ſtill earlier than I could have imagined to 
my cloſet. My old maſter told her the 
uſual tale, as that it depended upon the 

H 5 0 c 
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ſtrength of her ſight rather than his power 
to diſtinguiſh the object. In a word, when 
he conceived I was ready, and had worked 
her up to the deſired infatuation, he placed 
her in the proper attitude for meeting my 
eyes, which, after his awful invocation, 
ſhe did to her abundant ſatisfaction. It 
is him ! exclaimed this fooliſh woman; 
it is he himſelf ! and Mr. Conjurer, I am 
your very humble ſervant. But pray, before 
I depart, anſwer me one queſtion, . how 
long will it be before my ſecond marriage ? 
Two years, replied my maſter. Hum, 


\ 


ſaid ſhe, in a peculiar manner that de- 


noted no very extraordinary ſatisfaction, 
and thought proper to return home. 


cHar, 


\ 


— 
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H XIII. 4 


G loomy, moral and unentertaining ; j but, un- 


leſs peruſed, many ſubſequent paſſages muſt 
be wholly unintelligible to the reader. 
N repairing to the compting-houſe 
the enſuing evening, I was told 


Mrs. Berkley deſired my company in the 


dining-room. I was obliged to attend, 
but how greatly was I ſurprized to find 
Camilla of the party, who was permitted 
to walk at large, and converſe even with 
me on the moſt friendly terms ! for ſuch 
was the lady s ſtrong faith in the ſtars, as as 
to think it impoſſible for her niece to con- 
trovert their decrees. 3 

Cordelia and her huſband n now: ene tet | 
viſit us. I own I was ſuch a puppy as 
to be ſorry for her, from an idea that it 


could neither be proper nor eligible for a 


married woman to be caſt in the way of 
N 6 2 
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a man ſhe had once tenderly loved, how- 
ever hopeleſs that paſſion had been, and 
from that very hopeleſſneſs ſurmounted. 
Mrs. Moleſworth, however, taught me 
the difference between friendſhip and im- 
propriety ; her behaviour was eaſy and 
unaffected. Mr. Frank had declaredly her 
approbation, but her huſband, it was ap- 
parent, had her affection; and as her 
feelings, both with reſpect to the ↄne and 
the other, were ſuch as they ought to be, 
they operated ſpontaneouſly on her con- 
duct, and rendered me quite as collected 
as herſelf. I cannot help obſerving, as a 
Hint to leſs informed or leſs diſcerning la- 
dies, that as a wife, her behaviour was 
moſt exemplary, without any ridiculous 
fondneſs ; her huſband was the everlaſt- 
ing object of her attention; if he ſpoke, 
me liſtened with pleaſure; if he was ſilent, 
me juſt conſulted his looks as to the cauſe, 
and appeared perfectly ſatisfied ; ſhe more- 
over poſſeſſed the art of making him of 
oc; Wee: being negligent or 


rude 
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rude to the reſt of the company; and as 
her actions were the joint reſult of duty 
and inclination, ſhe never conceived any 
parade neceſſary to point out their excel- 
lence to even the moſt common obſervers.” . 
Such was Cordelia. Her ſiſter, from being 
diametrically oppoſite in her diſpoſition, 
was diametrically oppoſite in her conduct. 
Her huſband's converſation, ſhe did not 
ſcruple to own, was irkſome to her, If 
he preſumed to diſapprove of any par- 
ticular part of her dreſs, he was ſure to be 
told it was her fancy: if he objected to 
an acquaintance, that acquaintance was 
inſtantly conſtituted her firſt favourite : if 
he laughed, ſhe called him a fool ; 'if he 
was grave, ſhe called him ſullen; and if 
he was offended at the liberties ſhe' rook 
with him, ſhe proclaimed him a madman. 
If they ſat down to a card-table together, 
they were ſure to expoſe themſelyes and 
diſturb the whole company z and yet, not- 
withſtanding all this ſtrange caprice and 
ill-humour, which one would have ima- 
2 gined 
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gined proceeded from abſolute diſlike to 
the man, ſhe was beyond meaſure jealous 
if he was only, polite to any other female, 
and would take an early opportunity to 
affront her. It is true, the captain was 
in no degree a valuable character, but he 
had either too much ſenſe or too much art 
not-to be tender of appearances. Beſides, 
with reſpect to his wife, he had ties of 
intereſt, which were much ſtronger in his 
eſtimation than the ties of gratitude or 
honour. He believed the Berkleys in 
much better circumſtances than they really 
were, and flattered himſelf he ſhould re- 
ceive, in right of their daughter, a child's 
part at their death, But ſuch, neverthe- 
leſs, was her aggravating behaviour at 
times, that all his prudence and all his 
reſolution were inſufficient to ſecure him 
from breaking out, when the whole 1 
was in an inſtant flame. 


Mr. Berkley, notwithſtanding by my 
great OY he ſaw his affairs once more 
I 
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in a thriving ſtate, continued to droop 
and droop, until, no longer able to keep 


up, he was confined oy; to his apart- 
ment. 


His wife, when "fats ſober, | ſhed 
unfeigned tears for his condition, but when 
the too free circulation of the glaſs had 
perverted. her reaſon, his ſufferings were 
her jeſt, and ſhe boldly proclaimed her 
wiſhes and intentions in caſe of ſurvivor- 


ſhip. 


Inebriety is perhaps one of bs ne 
deforming vices in the maſculine charac- 
ter, but when women fall into it, not an 
excellence of ſoul or body can remain : 
the features become ſwoln; the com- 
plexion is deſtroyed; the memory is im- 
paired; the voice rendered odious; with 
a thouſand other enormities, which can 
alone be conceived by thoſe who have 
been ſpectators of them, and cannot with 
c be deſcribed, 
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Mrs. Berkley was, nevertheicſs, weak 
eck to believe, that the F-lendid di- 


tinction of being my maſter's widow would 
captivate me, arid fix me her's. f 


I ͤtrembled hourly as an eclairciſſement 
approached, and was ſincerely affected by 
the progreſs of my maſter's diſſolution: 
for though he had lived vainly, he died 
rationally ; and though unknowing in all 
the punctilios, the elegancies of life, poſ- 
ſeſſed the neceſſary wiſdom for fitting him- 
ſelf for his awful change, and reſted his 
hopes on the boſom of his God. 


One morning, about ſeven o'clock, he 
ſent for me into his apartment. My dear 
Frank, ſaid he, preſſing my hand, you 
have been a father to my family: ſucceſs 
awaits your undertakings, and you deſerve 
to be ſucceſsful. I would long ſince have 
given you a ſhare in my buſineſs, but my 
wife oppoſed it. We have lived together 
above five- and- twenty years, - and I owe 


her ſome indulgence, as you yourſelf will 
grant, 
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grant, when I tell you, that it was marry- 
ing her that made my fortune. I ſhall 
not, however, now conſult her. I know 
what 1s her beſt intereſt, and it ſhall be 
promoted. I have therefore appointed you 
chief executor, and left my trade equally _ 
between you; but with this clauſe, for I am 
ſenſible of her temper, and need not be told, 
that there are difficulties enough in the 
proſecution of buſineſs, without having - 
any thing to do with whims and abſurdi- 
ties, that the management of it ſhall be 
all your own; and may Heaven be pro- 
pitious to your honeſt efforts! 1 could 
not reply,—You are a valuable fellow, 
ſaid he, and it was my misfortune to be too 
ſelf-important ſome years ago to perceive, 
it, But you ſee the end of all. The 
view of eternity gives a new complexion 
to our thoughts, and teaches us at once to 
be juſt, benevolent, and grateful. What 
has paſſed, reſumed he, after ſome little 
N muſt be a ſecret. On your diſere- 
on your principles I rely, and ſhall 
1 
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die ſatisfied. I communicated this agree- 
able piece of intelligence to my mother, 


received her congratulations, and looked 


up with humble hope to my Camilla. 


Camilla, though it was impoſſible ſhe. 


: ſhould be ignorant of her aunt's ſchemes 
with reſpe& to me, never hinted a thing of 
the kind to my mother. Ir is true, indeed, 
ſhe could have no apprehenſions of my 
entering into ſo prepoſterous an union; and 
yet, when ſhe recollected the extravagan- 

cizs daily committed by ambitious young 
fellows, as ſhe had no idea of the contents 
of her uncle's will, it was aſtoniſhing ſhe 
could have ſo much command of herſelf, 
as neither to a nor complain on the 


occaſion. 


When Mr. Berkley 5 will was read, my 
ear was agreeably ſtruck with the name of 
Camilla; but how was I mortified and 
diſappointed when J heard, that inſtead of 
a happy independency, ſhe” had no other 


proviſion. aſſigned her than the intereſt of 


her 
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her three hundred pounds; the principal 
to be paid her on the day of marriage only, 
and that too on condition that it was with 
her aunt's conſent. Thus are mankind 
generous and repentant by halves. Mr. 
Berkley, for a ſlight injuſtice done me, 
was forward to make atonement, in the 
ſame moment that a lovely girl, who had 
devoted her life to the ſervice of his family, 
was left ſtill in cruel bondage; though he 
could not but be ſenſible how much ſhe 
had to fear from the tyranny of her aunt, 

and the inſolent ſpirit of one of her cou- 
ſins. Remonſtrances would have been in- 
effectual; and Mr. Berkley, under the 
above deſcribed predicament, breathed his 
laſt. | 


CHAP. 
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C HAP. XIV. 
An ugly likeneſs of common wives, Con- 


ſcience a never-failing monitor. An ex- 
Mo in the ſmall Way. 


RS. Berkley, who had dank and 

wept, and wept and drank, during 
the whole night, was incapable of attend. 
ing the opening of the will until late the 
next evening. But there was no conceal- 
ing her chagrin when ſhe diſcovered, that 
inſtead of having it in her power to confer 
an obligation on me, I was made fo wholly 
independent of her, that if ſhe conſulted 
her own intereſt, ſhe muſt conſult my hy- 
mour on all future occaſions. 9 85 


Poor Camilla ſhook her head when the 
paſſage was read reſpecting her, and Mrs. 
Berkley's eyes were inſtantly caſt on her 
with a malignant ſatisfaction, as much as 


tO 
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to ſay, ſhe was happy that one helpleſs 
wretch ſtill remained at her mercy. 

When the funeral affairs were all ſettled, 
I perſuaded Mrs. Berkley to go into the 
country for a few weeks, that I might 


have leiſure to collect the debts, and bring 


every thing into a proper train. Camilla 
was commanded to attend her, and my 
heart was beyond meaſure depreſſed at the 
bare idea of what ſhe muſt ſuffer. It was 
however impoſlible to proſecute buſineſs 
in the houſe with Mrs. Berkley; and it 
would have been frantic to oppoſe her 
power over her niece; and I was compelled 
to ſee her depart without once complain- 


Moo n 
I could not help obſerving to my mo- 


. ther, how ſtrikingly I was called to ex- 


perience, that the ſituation I conceived 
would render me moſt happy was always 
productive of miſery, and that events that 


were derived upon me. unexpectedly were 


alone what I ought to have wiſhed for. I 


7 
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had therefore the wonderful humility to 
confeſs, that Providence was much wiſer 


than me. 


I now ads to prepare my cuſtomers 
by degrees for my total diſappearance. 
My hours of attendance were reduced only 
to two in a day; and when I had ſome 
little leiſure, I ventured to make an ex- 
curſion or two to Mrs. Berkley's dountry 
houſe, where my Camilla was immured. 
But the generous lady, ſuſpecting my mo- 
tives, took care to diſappoint me; nor for 
three long months did 1 obtain a ſingle 
a of the lovely captive. | 


Mrs. Berkley was, however, at length 
called off from her tyranny by the ill health 
of her beloved Lucinda, who in a fit of 
ä perverſeneſs, after dancing the greateſt 
part of the evening, would drink a quan- 

tity of cold water; a circumſtance that not 
only affected her conſtitution, but ren- 
dered her a frightful object. | 


Bath 
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Bath was recommended as the final re- 
cipe. Mrs. Berkley declared her reſolu- 
tion of attending her, and my hopes began 
to revive, She was, however, too uni- 
form in her proceedings to leave one ſte 
untaken that could puniſh her dependents, 


and Camilla was dragged down | on this 
melancholy j Journey. 


My mother, one afternoon that I was 
at Mrs. Berkley's after this new mortifica- 
tion, received a viſit from her young friend 
Miſs Sedgmore. She brought a little pre- 
ſent in her hand, called my mother her 


guardian angel, and confeſſed to her, that, 


with a ſingle impediment, ſhe had the 
proſpect of being happily as well as ad- 
vantageouſly ſettled. My uncle, con- 
tinued ſhe, Madam, has lived from his in- 
fancy in great families: he is now head 
ſteward to Lord Milbank, and has ſecured 
a very handſome fortune. On the death 
of my poor father, when he was ſenſible 
IJ was wholly upprovided for, he did not 
| remember 
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remember there was ſuch a perſon in the 
world; but ſince by your kind affiſtance I _ 
have roſe into a little fame, and he finds 
I can live genteelly without his aſſiſtance, 
he not only deigns to acknowledge me, 
but declares he will make me his heir, 
The young fellow who has had the gene- 
roſity to offer to take me without a ſhilling 
is in trade, and my infatuated uncle will 
needs have me marry a gentleman. But 
I cannot help thinking, if I could contrive 
any means of bringing him acquainted 
with you, that you could perſuade him to 
be both kind and reaſonable. 


My mother thanked her for the good 
opinion ſhe entertained of her eloquence, 
but told her, ſhe fancied the diſeaſe was 
not within cure; but that ſhe was however 
moſt ready to make the experiment, if 
Miſs Sedgmore could contrive to give her 


an opportunity. 2 

It is whimſical enough, replied ſhe, and 
perhaps you who are ſo very moral may 

| condemn 
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condemn me, but I ſhould now have been 


a mean and miſerable dependant, if I had 
not viſited a eee ee, in this neigh⸗ 


ee 75 <1 1 T1 * 13558 

N fortune teller 4 etyed⸗ N my mother 
yes, madam, a fortune- teller. I Vas pre- 
pared for your thinking me abſurd, but 
upon my honour he not only put me upon 


the little employment I am engaged in, 


but foretold all the pleaſure and advantage 
of my acquaintance with you. You ſenile, 
madam, but there are times, and this is 
one of them, when the circumſtance affects 
my mind in ſuch a manner that I am 
obliged to mention it; and ſo I told my 


uncle this; morning when, I. breakfaſted 


with him by invitation, and he appeared 
half angry wich me for N 7 folly. and cre- 
dulity. | + BK 


My mother was convinced in Rap own 
mind, by ſome farther particulars ſhe 
picked out of her young friend, that how- 
ever her uncle might laugh at her folly, fe 

Vol. II. I had 


Sd 


% PORTUNETELLER. 


kad caught it, and would make an early 
viſit to the fortunie-teler himſelf. But as 
L attended only once a day, there was no 


neceſſity for giving me an extra intelli- 


gence, as ſhe was ſure of our meeting in 
the evening. She had quite forgot, that 
Lord Milbank was the nobleman with 
whom I lived in the capacity of houſe- 
ſtteward; and from the deſire we had to 
be ſerviceable to ſo worthy a girl, we both 
rejoiced at this little intimation; for there 
could be no doubt but my knowledge of 
the family would enable me to Pear a 


very penetrating perſon. 
According to my mother's preſentiment, 


the very next day brought Miſs Sedg- 
 more's uncle to my apartment. But I was 


infinitely ſurprized, when, inſtead of a 
ſtranger, the door opened, and preſented 
me with my old friend, who had not only 
recommended me to my Lord, but got 
me diſcharged for being found N C 


200 much honeſty, for my occupation. 
= 
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way of innocent revenge, I therefore re- 
ſolved to probe his conſcience to the quick, 
and in order to induce him to make his 
niece happy, alarm him with the idea chat 
bis life would be a ſhort one. 


He vas ſtartled. Sir, continued 1. we 
are alone, and you muſt forgive me, if, 
ſpeaking for the ſtars, I ſpeak very freely. 
He told me I was very welcome, and 
ſeemed prepoſſeſſed in favour of my ſkill. 


You are then, Sir, ſaid I, a ſteward, 
and to. be plain with you, I can perceive 
an unjuſt one. He ſubſcribed to my firſt 
aſſertion, but it was evident he did not 
altogether ſo willingly ſubſcribe to the 
ſecond—But let me tell you, you are by 
no means ſo cloſe in your proceedings as 
you imagine z and unleſs you can contrive 
to make retribution, your Lord will detect, 
expoſe, and puniſh you. 


And who, ſaid he, are you, who! FI, 
to talk to me in this language ?—T'll have 
I e you 
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you trounced, Sir; there are ſuch things 
as acts of parliament—Yes, replied J, 
and there is ſuch a perſon in the world as 
Lord Milbank, who is a peer of the realm, 
and will not permit one villain to eſcape 
any -more than another. Come, come, 
Sir, ſaid I, it is abſurd to quarrel with 
your fate; I can point out living evidences 
of your guilt : —was you not the cauſe of 
depriving an honeſt young fellow of his 
bread,” only becauſe he ſpurned your dia- 
bolical doctrines? did you not 


Hold, ſaid he, I muſt be known by 
ſome perſon who has given you this intel- 
ligence. Where, and when? replied I. 
To your certain knowledge, I have not 
quitted this cloſet ſince you entered it, and 
that no perſon beſides yourſelf has been 
admitted—T ſee, I ſee it all, ſaid he, and 
verily believe you to be the conjurer you 
profeſs yourſelf —but tell me, cryed he 
wildly, what can I do? 


Retire 
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Retire on your already too plentiful 
proviſion ; help your Lord to ſome juſt. 
perſon in your place; and neither ſuffer 
his eſtate to be pared, or exactions to be 
committed on his tradeſ- people for the 
future: live a life of generoſity and pro- 


bity, and I can give you hope of a long 
and happy period; for ſhame and diſgrace, 


rather than any diſtemper, will otherwiſe 


ſhorten your days. You have, moreover, 
a niece, the daughter of your ſiſter ; whilſt 
your countenance would have been uſeful 


to her, you never took any notice of her; 


but nom that. ſhe has an opportunity of 
diſpoſing of herſelf. to advantage, becauſe 
the man has neither a taudry ſhoulder-knor, 
nor a paltry ſcarf, you declare you will 
not beſtow a ſhilling on her, if ſhe marries 
him. Conſider this, and be wiſe; happineſs 


is not confined to either this or that ſitua- 
tion, and it is in vain that we ſacrifice to 


externals, for they can give us only empty 
ſatisfactions. Do all this, and ſelf-applauſe 


ſhall be yours. He ſlipped a bit of gold 
I 3 into - 
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into my hand, and retired with precipite 
tion. | | 
- I was however unſpeakably ſhocked, 
when I underſtood, through my mother's 
intimacy with Miſs. Sedgmore, that her 
uncle was confined to his bed in a high 
fever; that he was frequently delirious, 
and accuſed himſelf of crimes in thoſe diſ- 
treſsful moments, of which even his greateſt 
enemies acquitted him. My mother, how- 
ever, comforted me, and told me that I 
might be aſſured, as my deſigns were ſo 
unimpeachable, it would all in the end 

work together for good. 


CHAP, 
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Peri urbation and irreſoluti on. 1% conbomi- 
tants of youthful A. Foes 


RS. Berkley had not been Tong at 
| Bath before, on the phyſician's.x pro- 
nouneing her daughter's: diſeaſe to he 
confirmed leproſy, ſhe ſent, me word ſhe 
ſhould return home. I told my- mother, 
that IJ was reſolved to live no longer in 
ſuſpence, for that, on the lady's return to 
town, I would openly  avow my love for 
Camilla, and either obtain or forfeit her 
for ever; becauſe, as I afked nothing but 
herſelf, it was falſe delicacy to render me, 
if ſhe had really any regard for e, un- 
happy. My mother bid me praceed; with 
caution, but confeſſed herſelf in a great 
degree of my opinion, that the uncertainty 
I laboured under muſt be more e painful 
than any certainty whatſoever. 


4 Mrs. 
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Mrs. Berkley wept when ſhe gave me 
an account of her daughter, and I began 
to conceive, that as ſhe appeared to be 
perfectly ſober, her own diſtreſſes would 
teach her feeling, and that I ſhould find it 
the lucky moment. 3 


Madam, ſaid 1 8 1 anden wich : 
you moſt heartily on this occaſion, and 
lament that yours is an affliction beyond 
the reach of friendſhip or the poſſibility 
of aſſiſtance. Had I the power, how 
happy ſhould you inſtantly become 


"You are very good, indeed, Mr. F. rank, 
and I am on many accounts much indebted 
to you. 


44 


Talk not ſo, madam; to ſerve you in 
my preſent ſituation is my pleaſure ;- but 
but, inen you might rer it = 


duty. 
Ah! cryed ſhe, what is it you mean? 
Only 


Only conſent to make me happy with 
Camilla, and you may command me. 


Mr. Frank, ſaid ſhe, bridling with re- 
ſentment, ſpare me, I beſeech you, on 
that head. I have already told you my 


ſentiments, my reſolutions, and I am aſ- 


togiſhed that you dare to mention her. 


| Dare to mention her, madam ! ſaid I, 

with a look ſhe had not been accuſtomed - 
ro—it is time, then, to enquire into the 
merits of my doings. We will break 
hands. My maſter was ſo generous as td 
leave it in my power to renounce his family - 
when they treated me unworthily : that 
time is come, and I have done with it. 


Cruel, baſe man,” ſaid ſhe, burſting in- 


to tears, and is it thus you fulfil your pro- 


miſes to my poor, dear departed huſband ? 


You the father of his family ! you are their - 


deſtroyers, and we ſhall not have bread. 1 
cat. 


I;. lang 
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Madam! madam ! I ſerved Mr. Berk- 
ley faithfully, before you effected our ſepa- 
ration. You well know the ſituation of 
his affairs when I was prevailed upon to 
engage with him a ſecond time; I have 
been the labouring oar for his, for you, 
and for your children's emoluments; you 
compel me to become a boaſter, but ſurely, 
ſurely I merit ſome little reward: 


Any thing but my niece, ſaid ſhe, aſk 
any thing but my niece, and it ſhall be 
granted you; but it never ſhall be ſaid 
that ſhe married the man I had once 
thought to honour with my hand. She 
is in my power, fir, and I will * her; and 
I know what headſtrong damſels, and bold 
ſpirited men are eapable of; but you have 
ſeen the laſt of her, and that you may give 
yourſelf no unneceſſary trouble, be aſſured 
your letters, if you write, ſhall be all inter- 
cepted, nor ſhall ſhe ever hear of you again. 

Is there no- terms of accommodation ? 


lo; Sir, ** ſhe, none that my ſaucy 
niece 


FORTUNE-TELLER. try 


niece can be a party to; and ſo you may 
flonnce and bounce as much as you 
pleaſe, the law 1s on my nde, and e | 

can never be on yours. Js 


17 


And what Jaw, madam, can chains 


you to deprive a young woman of her li- 
berry pedo fit 9 0 


My own will, ſaid. this: heed, cam if 1 
am called upon to exert myſelf, know, 
I will die in 4 gaol before I will deliver 
her up; that is perſon for perſon: . 
me the law that can go farther. 


I now felt myſelf compleatly un- : 
done. Wretch that Iam ! cried I z;, thus 
it is that J am at length fallen! I mot 
brave the woman I ought to haue dut- 
witted, and with all my folly on my head, 
and grief in my heart, go home and in- 
volve my mother in this 128 laſt and 1. 
inſupportable of calamities. 


My mother endeavoured to =D fe 
me, but it was impoſſible, I will never 
ES | enter 
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enter Mrs. Berkley's door again, cried I, 
unleſs I am allowed to ſatisfy myſelf that 
Camilla is ſafe; nor ever, on any account, 


reſume my lying profeſſion, for it is that 
which has brought me to this deſtruction. 


Frank, ſaid my mother, I will not be 
inſulted ; it was with my advice that you 
became a fortune-teller, and under my 
direction, have made yourſelf uſeful to 
thouſands. '' However, young man, you 
may take the ſum you are maſter of, and 
ſet up as you think proper for yourſelf, 
and depend upon it, your mother will be no 
further incumbrance to you ; fhe has never 
yet received a kindneſs from him that 
thought meanly of her. RES 


0 my. mother! do not thus 8 me 
3 duſt; my mind is torn even to diſ- 
traction. But I never had a diſreſpectful or 
undutiful ſenſation; pardon, therefore, my 

involuntary offence, and 1} oo me into 
„ FE Sides min 1 My 


* 
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My life, ſaid my mother, fond, fooliſh 
boy ! has been martyred by diſappoint- 
ments, hut when 1 turned my eyes to- | 
wards you, I patiently ſubmitted; you was 
my comfort, my bleſſing, my whole de- 
pendance; don't let me ſee tears, how- 
ever, we have both of us been wrong, and 
our forgiveneſs muſt be mutual. 

You talk, ſaid my mother, when we 
were ſome what compoſed, of renouncing 
a character which is the only means left 
you of riſing ſuperior to your misfortunes. 
With reſpe& to Mrs. Berkley; uſe your own 
diſcretion, ſecure your property, and leave 
her, if you pleaſe, to ſmart for her folly, 
and fix your hopes on ou Profe on, 
which has brought you ib far throu 
with fafery, and will, 1 am pate 
never fail you. RSS an 


7 
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.C H AP, , XVI. 


7 he turning and windings of fate. The 
Fortune-Teller no Conjurer. A tale, 
aubich muſt intereſt or not intereſt the 

reader, according to the natural conferuc- 
lion 7 bis um 


N order to wipe exery trace of diſſatis- 
faction from my mother's heart, I at- 
— at my office with very unuſual ala- 
_ crity; and, having diſpatched a ſucceſſion 
of common cuſtomers, was n * a 
_ from Lord Milbank himſelf. | 


He looked ſomewhat ſtern as he entered, 


4 My on taking Aa ſeat, melancholy alone 


dwelt on his countenance; and I endea- 
voured to recolle& all I had ſeen and heard 

at his houſe, in order to ſupport the Con- 
zurer's character. 


Having drawn the uſual 1 IR — Mo - - 
1, — been an unhappy one; a 
tender 
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tender attachment, a hopeleſs one, I be- 
lieve, has proved the bane of every ſatis- 
faction you would otherwiſe have taſted, 
and it is only the hope of being re-united 
to this beloved object that renders 42 
exiſtence ſupportable. | 


Sir, ſaid he, this is, I confels, coming 
pretty near the mark; but all this you 
might have heard from people who know 
my little hiſtory. I am, however, taught 
to expect other proofs of your powers, 
and therefore let us come to the "ROM at 
once. | 


I touched a fig, to give * notice 
it was a conſequential perſon, and that 
their utmoſt attention muſt be erertod to 
pick up intelligence. 


Of what nature, ſaid I, with * lieele 
emotion, for there was ſomewhat in his 
looks that alarmed me, are * lutisfoctions 


you nn 


= 
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O!] your ſervant, Mr. Conjurer !—So 
J am firſt to tell you, and then you will 
tell.me—but I will have patience, —You 
cannot raiſe the dead, ſaid wack ſighing 
and ſtaring earneſtly at me. 


No, fir, but I can ſhew you any Peron 
living you may have a deſire to ſee. 


Thou impoſtor, muttered he between 
his teeth and though no coward, I could 
not help caſting my eyes on his ſword, and 
apprehending I knew not what. 


There is a perſon, cried he—could you 
ſhew me her, I would giye you half my 
aide — but ſuppoſe you try. | 


15 it man or d 


Can that information bs neceſſary, re- 
plied he, for a conjuror? You ſhall, 
however, receive every aſſiſtance from me; 
it is a woman, and not a young woman. 


Suppoſe you give me leave, ſaid I, in 
order to gain time, to caſt her nativity. | 
| He 
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He gave me her age, forty-four; and I, 
following what I conceived to be the pro- 
per clue, told him ſhe had paſſed through 
innumerable difficulties, but that ſhe was | 
ſtill alive and well, and that he WORN ſoon 
ſee her. 7 . 


J 7 


1 


He caught n me * the e 
ſaid he, thus it is that you drive many to 
deſtruction. I now no longer wonder at 
the ſtate into which you have thrown my 
ſteward; for it is plain you know his fa- 
mily—you know mine—and I will ſhake 
you to atoms, I you do not this inſtant 
confeſs to me all your guilt and villainy. 


My Lord, faid- I., I do know you; Pa 
wherefore do you think yourſelf juſtified 
in calling me impoſtor? Bring me to 
proof. Make the experiment of my {kill by 
looking i in the glaſs, and if afrerwards— 5 


Be it ſo, faid he; I will give even a 
villain all DEG latitude ; but I will 
| | | arte ſecure 


OY Go 
— 


* 


SS. 
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ſecure the door; an en * Ke am 


ready. 
I was ſeized with ſuch a PR Fg that | 
I thought I ſhould have ſunk at his feet; 
but truſting that a view in the glaſs might 
ſoften him, I had the courage and the 
ſtrength to aſcend the chair, to reac} as 
uſual; and my mother, who had over- 
heard all, with equal wepaclation: nde boy 


re. 
God of my falvation! 1 cried he, it is ; the, i 


is my child !-—Oh! ſtay, oh! ſtay, . pro- 
duce her, ſaid he, to me.— It is my child 


my ſenſes are not impoſed upon; ſhe is there 
in that apartment, cryed he, and "unleſs 
' ſhe is produced, this ſword hong it) 


all transfix thy wreiched body. 143), 
"No longer able to contain herſelf, my 


mother now puſhed aſide the ſliding ſhut- 


ter Have pity, ſir, have mercy—My 
poor deſerted girl! cryed my Lord My 
long lamented Maria! — Lou are my child, 
my 
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my child oh! ! nature, nature !—Do 
you feel no emotions? Has not a father's 
voice the power of touching your heart? 


I am—1 am — ſaid my mother, fainting 
mw Lord Milbank's arms. 


My good Lord, ſaid I, truſt not to this 
illuſion; it is my mother you honour with 
the name of your child, We are all im- 
poſtors, but not villainous ones. Neceſſity 
and the folly of the world has put us upon 
this ſpecies of ingenuity. Moderate your 
tranſports; my mother can never be your. 
relation. 


Away! away! cryed he, I kv found 
her, and will ſnatch her from the jaws of — 
Heavens! can ſhe be infamous? Has 
ſhe been bred to the trade of falſhood ?— 
But ſhe ſpeaks, and I ſhall be no longer 


deceived. Tell me, madam, what! is your 
name? 


Maria —I thank thee, F * of mercies 5 
L thank thee Where was you born ?— 
T | 1 


— 
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I cannot tel] you, but a charity-ſchool | gave 
me education. You are my child, ſaid he; I 
proclaim, I acknowledge you to be ſuch, 
and will not be undeceived.. Your age is 
forty- four; and your features this pic- 
ture identifies your features. — Tell me, 
tell me all you know of vourſelf. 


My mother gave him a faithful and. 
ſuccinct detail of her whole life; men- 
tioned me in terms that diffuſed brightneſs. 
over his whole countenance ; but begged 
he would be well informed before he took. 
us under his protection, as the conſequence. 
might be fatal if he. ſhould' diſcover him-. 
ſelf i in an error. | 


It cannot be—You are my child, ſaid he, 
| yor will 1 admit the thought—The 1 1mme-- 

diate hand of Providence led me to this 

ſpot. I came to puniſh what I believed a 
bad member of the community, for de- 
priving my ſteward of his reaſon ; but J. 
now find it is conſcience that is doing its 


oun work, and I. hope he will become 
— collected: 
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collected: you would perhaps, however, 
wiſh I ſhould give you ſome account of 


thoſe accidents, which have laid the foun- 
dation of this bleſſed meeting. 5 


When only a very young man, the 
daughter of my tutor, whoſe name was 
Maria, became the object of my tendereſt 
affections. Mr. Needham, for that was 
his name, was, though a good-natured man, 
inconceivably rigid in what he conceived to 

be eſſentials. Conſcious as I was of my ho- 
nourable intention, and your dear, lovely 
mother of her purity, he diſcovered our 


growing inclinations; and after ſeverely 


_reprimanding us both, wrote to my father, 
.and intreated he would take me home. 


As ſoon as I was gone, he entered more 
largely into the affair with his daughter, 
-and told her, it was his fixed determina- 
tion to live no longer than he could live 
with honour ; that as all the world would 
ſuſpect him of helping to draw in his pu- 
Pit if ſhe ever correſponded with me, or 

1 ſuffered 
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ſuffered the matter to proceed farther, ſhe 


muſt prepare herſelf for the conſequences. 


he timid, the gentle Maria was ready 
to expire before him: ſhe knew the ten- 
derneſs, the ſtrength of my paſſion, and 
the firmneſs of her father's reſolutions : to 
be deſtroyer of either of the perſons, there- 
fore, that were ſo dear to her, was beyond 
means diſtreſſing; but ſhe did not heſitate 
to reſtore him to tranquillity, by aſſurances 
that his will ſhould be her law. She never- 
theleſs little knew what ſhe was promiſing. 
Love and ſoft perſuaſion are generally too 
powerful for the youthful heart; and as 
there was no other means of keeping me 
within the bounds of. reaſon, than by tole- 
rating, ſhe referred me to an aunt, and 
under her ſanction we correſponded for ſe- 
veral -months. This aunt was naturally 
ambitious, a happy feature, as I conceived 
it, in her character; and I ſo contrived to 
engage her in my intereſt, that ſhe called 
her brother a fool and à madman, and 
I offered 
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offered to follow me as far as I was di poſed 


to lead in the road of honour. At my 


requeſt, therefore, ſhe invited Maria to her 
houſe; at my requeſt ſhe urged my ſuit in 


the warmeſt terms with her; and at length, 


though with much difficulty, prevailed 
upon her to give me her hand before I ſet 


off on my tour of Europe, a ſtep preſcribed 


by her auſtere father. 
We were married; a poor 9 


to whom I promiſed two handſome livings 
on my eſtate as ſoon as I had the power of 


beſtowing them, performing the ceremony. 

But inſtead of ſetting out, as Maria was 
told, the next hour for the continent, I 
continued to viſit her diſguiſed for near ſix 
weeks before we finally ſeparated. Her 
aunt died ſoon after, and Maria was com- 
pelled to return to the houſe of her father. 
In a few months, however, it became ne- 
ceſſary for her to find a hiding- place. Her 


father was not a man to be truſted with ſo 


* a ee; and ſhe reſolved to 
elope, 


ö 
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elope, and incur every ſpecies of diſgrace, 
rather than encounter his reſentment. In 
this ſcheme ſhe was prevented: the pack- 
ing up of ſome little articles gave the 
alarm; her father, with unrelenting ſe- 
verity, extorted the ſecret from her, and 
then ſpurned her out of his houſe. Five 
guineas was all the little ſtock ſhe was 
poſſeſſed of. A ſtage coach paſſing by, 
Juſt in the moment that ſhe felt herſelf 
without home or friend, ſhe put herſelf 
into it, and arrived in London the next 
'evening. But ſhe wrote me not thefe par- 
ticulars, till ſhe wrote what ſhe called her 
farewell letter, which was a fortnight after 
you was born; when the circumſtance 
getting air, as your poor mother died 
during her confinement, you was diſpoſed 
of, nobody could tell how or where, long 
before my return to England. But on my 
avowing my marriage, and inſiſting upon 
your being produced, a pariſh regiſter was 
 ſhewn me of your death, and I was obliged 
to o ſubmit to my deſtiny. To add to my 
diſtreſs - 
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diſtreſs (and I verily believe by Mr: 
Needham's ſuggeſtion) my father at this 


period, ſo peculiarly unwelcome, me” 
a wife to me of his own chooſing. - | 


I profeſſed an utter ESE ent ai to a 
change of condition; it was treated with 
ridicule. I begged to be indulged in my 
reſidence under his roof; a requeſt which 
he ſaid ſhould be readily granted, as there 
was. ſufficient room for him, me, and an 
agreeable daughter - in- la w. I was then 
driven upon a thouſand little ſubterfuges, 
which, if not mean, were certainly difin- 
genuous ; but all did not avail, and I found 
myſelf | reduced to the diſagreeable alter- 
native, either to confeſs the ſituation of 
my heart, or to affect a compliance with 
his wiſhes. The lady picked out for me 
on this occaſion, had every recommenda- 
tion that could be required; a lovely per- 
ſon, an accompliſhed mind, and a large 
fortune; but in proportion to the im- 
menſe catalogue of her merits, I felt my- 

Vor. II. K ſelf 
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ſelf diſtreſſed, until the idea ſtruck me, to 
make a friend where it was intended I 
ſhould have found a | miſtreſs. Fraught 
with this reſolution, I told my father that 
his kindneſs had left me nothing to aſk, 
and his care nothing to object ; and I was 
Way. ready to pay my — to 'the 
ady. NE 


He was tranſported by this conceſſion, 
relying, as he moſt reaſonably might, on 
the lady's charms to do the reſt. 


But, now, my children, ſhall I deſcribe 
to you the agonies I endured when uſhered 
Into the parlour where I was deſtined to 
play the Tover ! Your mother's image 
unte my mind ſo powerfully, and the 
tender ſcenes we had enjoyed, occurred ſo 
Fordibl that T was near ſinking lifeleſs on 

the le, and conſequently terrified the 
amiable creature, whom I even now men- 
tion with the greateſt eſteem, beyond' ex- 
Premon. Perceiving that ſhe was about 


to king for "alliftance, I told her in the beſt 
5 manner 
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manner I was able, that I ſhould' be'ber- 
ter in a few moments: that I had for 
ſome time been ſubject to ſuch ſudden in- 
diſpoſitions, but that their continuance 
was ſhort, and in no degree alarming. I 
then ſeated myſelf at her requeſt, and a 
profound ſilence enſued. 


The lady had addreſs and penetration 
very uncommon to her time of life and 
ſex. She viewed me with much atten- 
tion; and at length, finding that though 
I made ſeveral efforts, L remained unable 
to ſpeak, ſaid, with a ſmile, Will you give 
me leave, ſir, to be the interpreter of your 
thoughts? I will conſult your looks for 
the truth of my concluſions, and having 
ſummed up the whole, we will ſettle it to 
our mutual ſatisfaction. I bowed aſſent, 
and ſhe began. This viſit, ſo: far from 
being a viſit of choice, is the reſult of 
oompulſion; I am your father's election, 
not yours; but ſuch is the unperſuadable- 
_ * his humour, that nothing -leſs 

1 would 
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would content him than a compliance that 
your, heart, refuſes. I. beg, fir, you will 
anſwer me upon the word of a man of 
honour, have I not hit the mark? I can- 
not deny, madam— lt is enough, ſir, and 
Jam happy to have it in my power to re- 
lieve you from ſuch vexatious reſtraint. 


My father is as indulgent as yours 
has been the , reverſe. On this occa- 
ſion he bid me receive one viſit from 
you, and then conſult my own heart; for 

that his wiſhes would be perfectly in uniſon 
with mine. You will excuſe me then if I 
repreſent you quite the reverſe of what J 
believe you if you was to appear in your 
natural character, as ſuch repreſentation 
will be a ſufficient reaſon with him for 
breaking hands with your father. Can 
I be farther ſerviceable ? I was fo ſtruck 
with the generoſity and good ſenſe of a 
woman whom I had tacatly, as it were, 
affronted, that I opened my whole. ſou] 
to her. She joined ber, friendly. tear to 


mine, 
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mine, promiſed to make even perſonal 
enquiries after my child';; and at laſt it 
was concluded between us, that we ſhould: 
continue the acquaintance until it was no- 
longer uſeful to me, as there was now no 
danger of its being diſagreeable to either 


Party. 


at he lady var her word; 40 wbt 
her enquiries were far from meeting with 
the deſired ſucceſs, yet J am ſatisfied her 
advice was of great ſervice to me in a 
ſiting me to compoſe my agitated mirck. 


Secure in my honour and yoodeelyri 
confident in his daughter's prudence, -our 
acquaintance, 'though it was not much of 
the lover-like kind, was permitted with- 
out diſſatisfaction from either family. It 
was indeed obſerved by tlie ſervants, that 
except for a few moments we much rather 
choſe to be in mixed companies than tete 
a-ttte; for, as I could not conceive my- 
ſelf juſtified in abuſing the indulgence of 
203 & K 3 any 
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any one, I forbore any compliments ex- 
cept; ſuch as would involuntarily eſcape 
me whenever the fatal affair was to be the 


topic. 


Thus ſix months paſſed away, when 


my father began to grow very inquiſitive 


as to the termination of our intercourſe. - 


I told him frankly, that I admired the 


| 4 lady's perſon and reverenced her mind, 


7% 


but that I found I had ſome difficulties to 


ſurmount; for that though I had always- 
reaſon to believe myſelf a welcome viſi- 


tant, I had little or no eficouragement to 


look forward to the character of a huſ- 
band. My father was offended, called 
her behaviour idle, capricious, and ſaid 
he would take an early opportunity. to aſk 
her father his opinion of our foolery, as 
I ſhould not ſpend the beſt of my days in 
dancing attendance on any man's daughter 
in creation. This hint ſtruck me all on 
a heap; and I juſt ventured to remonſtrate 
n * his n Ihad, 
I told 
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I told him, carried my heart to this lady hy 
his commands, but that I would not pro- 
miſe to be equally, obedient in recalling 
it; for that I did not believe it poſſible to 
look on her like again. The old: peer was 
affected, but in ſuch a manner as I did 
not deſire; for he reſolved to engage his 
friend to enter warmly into the matter, 
and add his influence to my "A ry 
gaining the lady. | 


Not to dwell, however, on whar = 
appear to you an unintereſting part of my 
hiſtory, I will only add that we. were ſo 
dexterous as to keep my father amuſed 
with the hopes of our union, until Heaven 
| was pleaſed to call him off by a tedious fit 
of illneſs from . empor 1 
ration. 


This noble- minded woman did wt even 
here forſake me. Her viſits were the 
viſits of humanity ; they ſoftened 'my 
_ confinement, confirmed my reſignation, 
and brought me through a very ſevere taſk 

— + ww 


200 FORTUNE- TELLER. 


with chearfulneſs and piety. Yet amidit 


all that happened to exerciſe my feelings 
and engage my attention, ſtill the fate of 
my Maria, and the uncertainty I was under 
about my child, was ever my keeneſt 


ere 


The lad 2 e pad dear for the 
generous concern ſhe took in my affairs. 

_ Gloomy as I was, her heart became pre- 
poſſeſſed in my favour ; and her conceal- 
dent of that prepoſſeſſion coſt her her 
fe. This ſhe confeſſed to me in our laſt 
meeting, which was, at her requeſt, a few 
hours before ſhe died, leaving me her 
whole fortune, as a token, ſhe ſaid, of 
an attachment that was neither unworthy 
of her heart, nor altogether unworthy of 
my approbation. F orgive me, my chtl- 
dren; but this tear is due to the memory 
5 her by whoſe kindneſs I was enabled to 
ive to ſee this bleſſed day; and I will now © 
return to your Wn | ge 
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Mr. 
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Mr. Needham would never ſee me during 
his health; but within theſe three months 
ſent for me, forgave me, and told me he had 

reaſon to believe you was alive; and that the 
people to whoſe care he had. committed you 
had made a property of you for the ſake 
of a little money, as they were no where 
to be found, and he was unable to trace 
out the child: but, continued this very 
extraordinary man, you had the inhu- 
manity to rob me of my only child, my 
peace and my fame; you will not ſurely 
bring the loſs of an infant into competition 
with ſuch complicated cruelty: but forgive 
me as I forgive you.—I cloſed his eyes, 


but till this happy meeting have never 


known compoſure. However, I have at 
length found out the wretches that aban- 
doned my poor helpleſs babe: they are in 
Ireland, and alive, and ſhall be eye-wit-. 
ge of * my felicity. et SIC ER 
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on e HA P. XVII 


1 


The author's bet box and laſt: ſpeech. The 
merits to be tried by the reader. 


, FOtwithſtanding all we could urge to 
the contrary, my Lord took us 
home with him, had my. mother's picture 
drawn, and the picture of my grandmother, 
by: many different maſters, who. all pro- 
n the features to be the ſame. 


I was now under much erplexity. 
If proved the grandſon of an earl, ſhould 
F be allowed to marry my Camilla: ? But, 
my doubts on this head were ſoon cleared 
vp.—T am reynited to you, my children, 
faid his Lordſhip, to reward your virtue, 
and I will live only for your happineſs. 


As Mrs. Berkley was not to be brought 
to conceſſions, I recommended the young 
fellow who was upper clerk for my ſucceſ- 


ſor, left him my property to trade with 
on 
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on truſt, and at length told him the ſecret. I 
of my heart. Camilla was cloſely confined, 
at the country-houſe, but he n rden to. 
get a letter conveyed. to her. 


After two tedious wantha lad eu, 
for I was fearful of indulging my joy, leſt; 
diſgrace and diſappointment ſhould, await: 
me, the wretches; as my grandfather called; 
them, arrived from Ireland, produced the 
church-wardens who had put my mother 
in the charity- ſchool, and gave every con- 
vincing, teſtimony of her identity. My 
Lord chen turning to me ſaid, it is well, 


” © £4, 7 


the clergyman who married your k 
mother is dead, nor can I produce a ſingle 

n to atteſt our marriage. My title 
will therefore devolve to my bell at law; 
but if a fine fortune, and your beloved 
Camilla's hand can make you: * 
they ſhall be yours. 25 


The reader will hnsgige what kind 1 
reply I ſhould make to "ſuck an addreſs; 


and 
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and my grandfather had the goodneſs him- 
ſelf to wait on Mrs. Berkley, with proper 


authority, to demand the young lady, who 
was unlawfully ſecreted in her houſe. 


Mrs. Berkley's meanneſs of foul, how- 
ever, ſaved him the trouble of proceeding 
to extremities. The name of a Lord ſhe 
was not able to ſtand, and therefore, pro- 
ducing her niece; ſneaked away, to hide 

herſelf from the reproaches _ was con- 
ſeious ſhe merited. | 


| Lord Milbank, wah great 3 
enquired. ; 1nto-the ſtate. of Camilla's heart; 
found that her whole conduct had been 
the reſult of delicacy and honeſt pride, and 
congratulated both my mother and himſelf 
on an alliance with ſo. amiable: a young. 
rr | 5 
Camilla ſald ee was ry mch of ro- 
mance, of myſtery, and of the interpo- 
fition of Providence in my life, that ſhe 
e it ought. to be publiſhed for the 
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good of ſociety ; but that my becoming a 


Fortune-teller was a truly maſter-ſtroke, 
and ſhe knew nat whether ſhe ought to 
forgive me for puniſhing her folly with fo 
much ſeverity. Cordelia and her huſband 
were invited to. ſee us; but recollectin 
what T had ſaid in the character of the 
Fortune: teller to that lady, I own I would 
gladly have been excuſed. She, however, 
contrived to ſpare my confuſion, by call- 
ing the liberty I had taken with her a moſt 
Tingular obligation; as it not only reſtored 
her to her ſenſes, but taught her to do 
juſtice to Mr. Moleſworth's merit, the 
only man on earth ſhe was convinced, 
whatever a childiſh inclination might have 
ſuggeſted to the contrary, that could bave 


made her happy. 


My Lord's ſteward, who had been fo 
capital an inſtrument in the change in 
my affairs, recovered, though by ſlow de- 
grees, liſtened with aſtoniſhment to the 
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tale I told, nn make 
yl niece happy. 


- My, grandfather ordered me, as the 

moſt important requeſt he ſhould ever 
make me, never to ſee or acknowledge 
my - father: you have fortune ſufficient, 
ſaid he, without incurring favours from 
the conterpptible, and may he live to re- 
pent ! but he muſt never know the bleſſing 
of having a child: conceiving, from his 
own ati 15 RR that that Was 


Mrs. Berkley , ſoon after che news of 
Camilla s marriage reached her, in a fit of 
Tpleen retired into the country, where her 
daughter and ſhe paſſed their days together. 
The captain's regiment had been ordered 
abroad, but Lucinda was neither fit nor 
inclined to attend him, and dragged on a 
miſerable exiſtence, e We bes. mo- 
3 1 2828 


1 My 
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My mother and my grandfather made 


many moral reflections on the viciſſitudes 
we, their children, had experienced ; pro- 
nounced my conduct an excellent ſatire on 
the age, and encouraged the publication 
of it as a mirror for fools, and a hint to 
the wiſe. Thus, then, it is preſented; 


and may it be found uſeful, which is a 


ſtill more valuable article than merely en- 
tertaining, to all ranks of people 
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